
SimplePastTense

DefinitionoftheSimplePastTense:

Thesimplepasttense,sometimescalledthepreterite,isusedtotalkabout
a completedaction inatime beforenow.Thesimplepastisthebasicform ofpast
tenseinEnglish.Thetimeoftheactioncanbeintherecentpastorthedistantpastand
actiondurationisnotimportant.

Examples

 JohnCabot sailed toAmericain1498.
 Myfather died lastyear.
 He lived inFijiin1976.
 We crossed theChannelyesterday.

Youalwaysusethesimplepastwhenyousay when somethinghappened,soitis
associatedwithcertainpasttimeexpressions

 frequency: often,sometimes,always
Isometimes walked homeatlunchtime.
Ioften brought mylunchtoschool.

 adefinitepointintime: lastweek,whenIwasachild,yesterday,sixweeksago
We saw agoodfilm lastweek.
Yesterday,I arrived inGeneva.
She finished herworkatseveno'clock
I went tothetheatre lastnight

 anindefinitepointintime: theotherday,agesago,alongtimeago
People lived incavesa longtimeago.
She played thepiano whenshewasachild.

Note: theword ago isausefulwayofexpressingthedistanceintothepast.Itis
placed after theperiodoftime: aweekago,threeyearsago,aminuteago.

BeCareful:ThesimplepastinEnglishmaylooklikeatenseinyourownlanguage,but
themeaningmaybedifferent.

Formingthesimplepasttense

Patternsofsimplepasttenseforregularverbs

Affirmative



Subjec

t

+verb+

ed

 

I skipped.  

Negative

Subjec

t

+didnot +infinitive

without to

They didn't go.

Interrogative

Did +subject +infinitive

without to

Did she arrive?

Interrogativenegative

Did +subject +infinitive



not without to

Didn't you play?

ToWalk

Affirmative Negative Interrogative

Iwalked Ididn'twalk DidIwalk?

Youwalked Youdidn'twalk Didyouwalk?

Hewalked Hedidn'twalk Didhewalk?

Wewalked Wedidn'twalk Didwewalk?

They

walked

Theydidn't

walk

Didthey

walk?

Simplepasttenseoftobe,tohave,todo

Subject Verb



Subject Verb

  Be Hav

e

Do

I was had di

d

You wer

e

had di

d

He/She/

It

was had di

d

We wer

e

had di

d

You wer

e

had di

d

They wer

e

had di

d



Notesonaffirmative,negative,&interrogativeforms

Affirmative
Theaffirmativeofthesimplepasttenseissimple.

 I was inJapanlastyear
 She had aheadacheyesterday.
 We did ourhomeworklastnight.

Negativeandinterrogative
Forthenegativeandinterrogativesimplepastform of "todo" asanordinaryverb,use
theauxiliary "did", e.g.We didn'tdo ourhomeworklastnight.
Thenegativeof "have" inthesimplepastisusuallyformedusingtheauxiliary "did",but
sometimesbysimplyadding not orthecontraction "n't".

Theinterrogativeform of "have" inthesimplepastnormallyusestheauxiliary "did".

Examples

 They weren't inRiolastsummer.
 We didn'thave anymoney.
 We didn'thave timetovisittheEiffelTower.
 We didn'tdo ourexercisesthismorning.
 Were theyinIcelandlastJanuary?
 Didyouhave abicyclewhenyouwereyoung?
 Didyoudo muchclimbinginSwitzerland?

Note: Forthenegativeandinterrogativeform of all verbsinthesimplepast,alwaysuse
theauxiliary 'did''.

Simplepast,irregularverbs

Someverbsareirregularinthesimplepast.Herearethemostcommonones.

togo

 He went toaclublastnight.
 Didhego tothecinemalastnight?
 He didn'tgo tobedearlylastnight.

togive



 We gave heradollforherbirthday.
 They didn'tgive Johntheirnewaddress.
 DidBarrygive youmypassport?

tocome

 Myparents came tovisitmelastJuly.
 We didn'tcome becauseitwasraining.

 


