
The afternoon was hot, and so was...1... railway carriage. ....... next stop was at Temple Combs, nearly 
...3... hour ahead. In the carriage were a small girl, ...4... smaller girl and a small boy. ...5... aunt belonging 
to ...6... children sat in ...7... corner seat, and in ...8... further corner seat on ...9... opposite side, was a 
man who was a stranger to them, but ...10... small girls and the small boy were ...11... ones who filled the 
compartment. The children chatted on and on to their aunt, like ...12... housefly that refuses to be put off. 
Most of the aunt's remarks seemed to begin with 'Don't,' and nearly all of ...13... children's remarks began 
with 'why?' 
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It is in ...1... middle of ...2... night on ...3... edge of the world on the fringes of civilization, where man and 
beast have barely left ...4... mark, 12 people are sleeping in small nylon tents pitched in the scant shelter 
of...5... mountains. The camp is at ...6... mercy of the elements. ...7... are volunteers who have set up 
camp to help gather ...8... information on ...9... the snow leopard population. These conservation have 
had very ...10... or no scientific training. They, along with ...11... guides intend to assess ...12... snow 
leopards habitat in ...13... Altai region, Siberia. 
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