What is a Preposition?
A preposition is a word or parts of speech that links a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase to another part of the sentence, indicating relationships of time, place, direction, cause, manner, or reason.
Examples:
The book is on the table.
She is going to the market.
They arrived before dinner.
Types of Prepositions
1. Prepositions of Time: Indicate time relationships.
Examples: in, on, at, before, after.
He was born in July.
We met at 5 PM.
2. Prepositions of Place: Indicate the position or location.
Examples: in, on, at, under, between.
The keys are under the mat.
She lives in New York.
3. Prepositions of Direction/Movement: Indicate movement from one place to another.
Examples: to, into, onto, towards.
She went to the park.
He jumped onto the table.
4. Prepositions of Cause, Reason, and Purpose: Indicate a cause or reason.
Examples: because of, due to, for, from.
He stayed home because of the rain.
5. Prepositions of Manner, Agent, or Instrument: Indicate the manner or means.
Examples: by, with, like, as.
The letter was written by her.
He cut the paper with scissors.
6. Compound Prepositions: Formed by adding a prefix to a noun, adjective, or adverb.
Examples: into, onto, within, without, across.
7. Phrase Prepositions: Groups of words functioning as a single preposition.
Examples: according to, in spite of, on behalf of.
He acted on behalf of his friend.
Rules for Using Prepositions
1. Prepositions are always followed by a noun or pronoun.
Incorrect: He is good at playing.
Correct: He is good at playing the guitar.
2. Avoid ending sentences with prepositions (formal writing).
Informal: This is the book I was talking about.
Formal: This is the book about which I was talking.
3. Use specific prepositions with certain words (prepositional collocations).
Interested in, good at, angry with, fond of.
4. Prepositions of time:
Use at for specific times: at 7 PM.
Use on for specific days and dates: on Monday, on 25th December.
Use in for months, years, centuries: in June, in 2023.
5. Prepositions of place:
Use at for points: at the door, at the station.
Use on for surfaces: on the table, on the wall.
Use in for enclosed spaces: in the room, in the car.
Usage of Prepositions
1. Indicating Time:
The train will arrive at 6 PM.
We met on Sunday.
2. Indicating Place:
The painting is on the wall.
They are sitting in the garden.
3. Indicating Direction:
He is going to the park.
She jumped into the pool.
4. Indicating Manner or Cause:
She did it with confidence.
The game was canceled due to rain.
