Read the following passage carefully.

William Wordsworth, one of the most influential poets of the
Romantic era, is best known for his deep appreciation of nature and
his ability to capture its beauty in simple yet profound language. His
poetry reflects a strong connection between human emotions and the
natural world, emphasizing the spiritual and moral lessons that
nature offers. He believed that nature was not merely a backdrop for
human life but an active, living force capable of shaping thoughts,
emotions, and even moral values. This belief forms the foundation
of his poetry, which often explores the relationship between man
and nature.

Wordsworth’s most celebrated work, Lyrical Ballads (1798), co-
authored with Samuel Taylor Coleridge, marked the beginning of
the Romantic movement in English literature. In his famous preface
to the second edition (1800), Wordsworth introduced his poetic
theory, arguing that poetry should be written in the language of
ordinary people and focus on everyday life. He famously defined
poetry as "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: it takes
its origin from emotion recollected in tranquility.” This means that
poetry is born from intense emotions but is best expressed when the
poet reflects upon those emotions in a calm and thoughtful state. He
rejected artificial poetic diction, favoring simplicity, sincerity, and a
deep emotional connection with nature and human experience.

Romantic poetry, of which Wordsworth was a key figure,
emphasized individual emotion, imagination, and a profound
connection with nature. Unlike the classical poets, who focused on
order, reason, and societal norms, Romantic poets celebrated
personal experience, the supernatural, and the beauty of untamed
landscapes. Romantic poetry often explored themes of solitude,
nostalgia, childhood innocence, and the transformative power of
nature. Wordsworth, in particular, saw nature as a teacher and a
guide, capable of healing the human soul and providing wisdom that
no book or formal education could offer.

One of Wordsworth’s most famous poems, Lines Composed a Few
Miles Above Tintern Abbey, expresses his belief in nature’s healing
power and its influence on human thought. The poem reflects on his
changing relationship with nature—from youthful enthusiasm to
mature appreciation. Similarly, 1 Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
captures the joy inspired by a field of golden daffodils,
demonstrating how nature’s beauty can bring happiness even in
moments of solitude. Another notable work, The Prelude, is an
autobiographical poem that traces Wordsworth’s personal and
poetic development, emphasizing how his experiences with nature
shaped his mind and soul.

Wordsworth’s poetry is also deeply tied to his love for the English
countryside, particularly the Lake District, where he spent much of



his life. The peaceful landscapes of rolling hills, rivers, and
mountains provided him with endless inspiration. Unlike poets who
wrote about grand historical events or heroic figures, Wordsworth
focused on the beauty of ordinary life and the emotions it evokes.
He believed that even the simplest experiences—a child playing, a
shepherd tending his flock, or a solitary wanderer lost in thought—
could hold deep philosophical meaning.

Through his works, Wordsworth transformed English poetry by
shifting its focus from aristocratic subjects to the lives of common
people. His belief that poetry should be accessible to all, rather than
reserved for the educated elite, helped shape modern literature. His
influence extended far beyond his time, inspiring later poets and
writers who sought to capture the depth of human experience in
natural and everyday settings.

Even today, Wordsworth’s poetry remains relevant, reminding
readers of the importance of nature, introspection, and the simple
joys of life. His works encourage us to pause, reflect, and find beauty
in the world around us, reinforcing the idea that poetry is not just an
artistic expression but a way of understanding life itself.

On the basis of your understanding answer the following questions:

1. What was Wordsworth’s perspective on the role of nature
in human life?

a) He saw it as a passive background to human activities.
b) He believed it actively influenced human thoughts and
morals.

c) He viewed it as a temporary escape from reality.

d) He considered it useful only for artistic inspiration.

2. Why did Wordsworth emphasize simplicity in his poetry?
a) He wanted his work to be accessible to all people, not
just the educated elite.

b) He believed complex language was necessary for
emotional depth.

¢) He followed the traditions of classical poets who
preferred simplicity.

d) He thought poetic expression should be free of personal
emotions.

3. How did Romantic poetry, particularly Wordsworth’s,
differ from classical poetry?

a) It avoided emotional expression and focused on reason.
b) It celebrated individual experiences and the connection
between humans and nature.

c) It focused primarily on historical events and heroic
figures.

d) It followed strict structural rules and formal language.

4. What made Lyrical Ballads a groundbreaking literary
work?

a) It introduced new poetic structures inspired by ancient



Greek poetry.

b) It rejected traditional storytelling and focused only on
abstract ideas.

¢) It shifted the focus of poetry from elite subjects to
everyday life and nature.

d) It was the first poetry collection to use completely
fictional characters.

In Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey,
what does Wordsworth reflect on?

a) His appreciation for the beauty of city life.

b) His changing understanding of nature from childhood to
adulthood.

c) His frustration with the limitations of human
imagination.

d) His rejection of nature in favor of modern civilization.
How does | Wandered Lonely as a Cloud represent
Wordsworth’s philosophy of nature?

a) It highlights nature’s ability to evoke strong emotions
and lasting memories.

b) It describes a personal struggle with isolation in a natural
setting.

c) It criticizes the unpredictability and harshness of the
natural world.

d) It presents a scientific observation of plant life in poetry.
. Why is The Prelude considered an important work in
Wordsworth’s poetry?

a) It provides an autobiographical account of his evolving
relationship with nature.

b) It is a fictional epic that tells the story of a legendary
hero.

c) It focuses entirely on historical and political events.

d) It experiments with abstract poetic forms rather than
personal experiences.

. How did Wordsworth’s poetic approach differ from poets
who focused on historical events?

a) He concentrated on everyday human experiences and
emotions rather than grand narratives.

b) He used only traditional poetic structures while
describing history.

c) He rejected nature as a subject in favor of political
themes.

d) He avoided any mention of human struggles in his
poetry.

. What made the Lake District significant in Wordsworth’s
poetry?

a) It was a central location for political debates that
influenced his work.

b) Its landscapes served as a major inspiration for his
reflections on nature.

c) It was the setting of his historical narratives about past
civilizations.
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d) It provided a contrast to his preference for urban
settings.

How does Wordsworth’s influence continue to shape
modern literature?

a) By inspiring poets to explore deep emotions and the
beauty of the natural world.

b) By encouraging writers to focus solely on historical and
political themes.

c) By promoting complex poetic language over accessible
expression.

d) By emphasizing logic and reason over personal
experiences in poetry.

What does the word "'recollected™ most likely mean in the
phrase "emotion recollected in tranquility"?

a) Created

b) Remembered

c) Ignored

d) Rewritten

In the passage, the word "'transformative™ is used to
describe nature’s effect on humans. What does
"transformative’ most nearly mean?

a) Causing a significant change

b) Repeating the same ideas

¢) Having no impact

d) Destroying something completely

In the passage, Wordsworth’s poetry is described as
"profound." What does "profound" most likely mean in
this context?

a) Extremely deep and meaningful

b) Difficult to understand

¢) Ordinary and unremarkable

d) Short and simple
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