🎭 **Title:** *“The Cactus and the Cloud”*
1. **Narrator**
2. **Cactus** – Grumpy but gentle inside
3. **Cloud** – Playful and kind
4. **Owl** – Wise and watchful
5. **Peacock** – Proud and silly
6. **Squirrel** – Chatty and excited
7. **Ant Leader** – Serious and hardworking
8. **Rain Drops Chorus** – Optional (2–3 students)
🌵 **Scene 1: A Hot, Quiet Desert**
(*Stage is set with yellow cloth/sand, rocks, and the cactus in center. Enter Narrator.*)
**Narrator:**
Once upon a time, in a faraway desert, stood a lonely cactus. He had thorns to protect himself — and to keep others away.
(*Enter Cactus, looking around grumpily.*)
**Cactus:**
Hmph. Too hot. Too noisy when others come. I like it quiet.
(*Enter Squirrel, skipping.*)
**Squirrel:**
Hi, Cactus! Wanna play “Desert Dash”?
**Cactus:**
Play? I don’t *play.* I bake in the sun and scare away fools.
**Squirrel (rolling eyes):**
Okay, Cactus the Grump. Byeee!
(*Squirrel runs off. Enter Peacock, fanning itself with leaves.*)
**Peacock:**
Darling, how do you survive here without water or mirrors?
**Cactus:**
Don’t need either. I have thorns and silence.
**Peacock (to audience):**
Drama-free zone. How boring!
(*All exit. Cactus sighs. Enter Owl.*)
**Owl:**
You know, you push others away… but you look lonelier each day.
**Cactus:**
I don’t need anyone!
☁️ **Scene 2: Enter the Cloud**
(*Soft music. Cloud floats in gently.*)
**Cloud:**
Ooooh! What a sunny view! Hello, Cactus! You look... spiky.
**Cactus (startled):**
Who are you?
**Cloud:**
I’m Cloud. Just floating around. You’re the only one not running after me!
**Cactus:**
I don’t chase clouds. They disappear.
**Cloud:**
Not me! I like your attitude. Mind if I stick around?
**Cactus:**
…Fine. As long as you don’t talk too much.
(*They sit in silence. Cloud gives shade. Cactus smiles a little.*)
 🐾 **Scene 3: Desert Gossip**
(*Enter Owl, Squirrel, Peacock, Ant Leader.*)
**Squirrel:**
Have you seen Cloud and Cactus together? So weird!
**Peacock:**
A fluffy friend with a thorn bush? How tragic!
**Owl:**
Sometimes quiet hearts make the deepest friendships.
**Ant Leader:**
Let them be. We have sand to dig.
🌬️ **Scene 4: The Storm and the Surprise**
(*Stage darkens. Wind sounds. Enter Owl in panic.*)
**Owl:**
The wind has blown Cloud far away! A sandstorm’s coming!
(*Cactus looks truly sad.*)
**Cactus:**
Cloud… you promised you’d stay.
(*He droops. Rain Drops enter in blue and silver cloths.*)
**Narrator:**
But Cloud returned — full of tears and love.
(*Cloud enters, looking tired but happy.*)
**Cloud:**
Sorry I’m late! I brought something for you…
(*Rain Drops swirl and sprinkle "rain." Cactus stands tall and proud.*)
**Cactus:**
You came back. Even the desert feels like spring now.
🌈 **Scene 5: Bloom in the Desert**
(*Flowers appear on Cactus, placed by Rain Drops. Squirrel, Peacock, Owl and Ants gather.*)
**Squirrel:**
Wow! Cactus is… glowing!
**Peacock:**
He’s blooming like a royal garden!
**Owl:**
Told you. Sometimes, the unlikeliest friends bring out the best in us.
**Cactus (softly):**
Thanks, Cloud. I guess… friends do matter.
**Cloud (smiling):**
Even in dry places, kindness can bloom.

🎤 **Curtain Call – All Together**
**All (in chorus or lines):**
🌵 “Friendship isn’t about looks or size…”
☁️ “It’s about being there, rain or shine.”
🦉 “Even prickles can protect a soft heart.”
🐜 “And even clouds need a place to rest.”
