A Friend's Prayer
by Jill Wolf

Jill Wolf: 
•  Author of "A Friend's Prayer": •  Themes in Her Work  Based on the content of "A Friend's Prayer,"  she values friendship, empathy, understanding, acceptance, and non-judgmental support. Her writing likely explores these themes.

Jill Wolf is an American poetess who composed the poem "A Friend's Prayer," included in the CBSE Standard 6 curriculum. While extensive biographical information about her remains limited, her heartfelt poem reveals a deep appreciation for the values of friendship: acceptance, support, and understanding. The poem advocates for prioritizing friendships, offering unwavering support, and refraining from judgment. "A Friend's Prayer" emphasizes the importance of seeing with the heart, suggesting that true connection comes from empathy and compassion. Through simple yet powerful language, Jill Wolf's poem serves as a gentle reminder of the blessings and responsibilities that come with true friendship.
Summary:
The poem "A Friend's Prayer" expresses the poet's heartfelt desire to value and nurture friendships. The speaker prays for the strength to always prioritize friends, to offer support, and to help them achieve their dreams. The poem emphasizes understanding, empathy, and unconditional love. The speaker wishes to be a true friend — one who doesn’t judge but loves and accepts others just as they are.
Central Idea:
The central idea of the poem is the importance of sincere and selfless friendship. True friendship involves not just sharing joys and plans, but also offering support, understanding, and acceptance without judgment.
 Poetic Devices Used:
1. Rhyme Scheme:
   The poem follows a rhyming couplet pattern– *AABB*, which gives it a musical and rhythmic flow.
   Example:
   *"blessed / best"*, *"care / do"*, *"see / be"*
2. Alliteration:
   Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words.
   Example:
   *"friends who feel I'm blessed"*
3. Repetition:
   The word“friend(s)" is repeated several times to emphasize the theme of friendship.
4. Imagery:
   The poem uses gentle and emotional imagery to evoke a sense of warmth and care in friendship.
   Example:
   *"Let me use my heart to see"*
MCQs 
1. What does the poet mean by “May my friendships always be / The most important thing to me”?
   a) Friends should always agree with me
   b) I should prioritize my friendships in life
   c) Friendships should not be taken seriously
   d) My needs are more important than friendships
2. Why does the poet say “I'll try all that a friend can do”?
   a) To win over friends
   b) To show off their capabilities
   c) To truly support and fulfill a friend’s wishes
   d) To make friends dependent on them
3. Which quality of friendship is most emphasized in the third stanza?
   a) Judging others
   b) Trust
   c) Acceptance and understanding
   d) Control
4. The phrase “use my heart to see” is an example of:
   a) Personification
   b) Simile
   c) Metaphor
   d) Alliteration
5. What does the poem suggest about judging friends “from afar”?
   a) It's sometimes necessary
   b) It leads to better understanding
   c) It's discouraged; instead, one should understand and accept them closely
   d) It helps in building stronger friendships
6. Which line shows the poet’s commitment to being a proactive friend?
   a) “May my friendships always be”
   b) “Let me use my heart to see”
   c) “I'll try all that a friend can do”
   d) “And make no judgments from afar”
7. What is the mood of the poem?
   a) Melancholic and regretful
   b) Angry and critical
   c) Warm, sincere, and hopeful
   d) Cold and distant
8. How does the poet define the role of a true friend in the poem?
   a) Someone who corrects others constantly
   b) Someone who shares and supports without judging
   c) Someone who leads the group
   d) Someone who always agrees
9. Why does the speaker call friendships a blessing?
   a) Because they provide entertainment
   b) Because they are rare and valuable
   c) Because friends give gifts
   d) Because it helps pass time
10. The rhyme scheme of the poem contributes to its:
    a) Visual appearance
    b) Logical flow
    c) Musical quality and emotional impact
    d) Complexity and confusion
 Short Answer Type Questions (30-40 words)
1. Explain how the poet views the responsibilities of a true friend.
2. What does the poet mean by “make no judgments from afar”?
3. Why does the speaker want to “realise what friends can be”?
4. How is empathy reflected in the lines of the poem?
5. Identify and explain the use of any one poetic device used in the poem.
HOTS
1. How can the message of this poem help build stronger friendships in today’s digital and often disconnected world?
2. Do you think selflessness is essential in friendship? Justify your answer with reference to the poem.
