*The Chair*
Answer Key (Hint)

   1. I would like to see honesty, kindness, loyalty, and a helpful nature in my friend because these qualities build trust and make friendship strong and meaningful.

2. No, friends are people, but friendship is the bond or relationship shared among them. One may have many friends but not all friendships are deep or meaningful. 

3. Good friends support, help, and stand by you in tough times, while bad friends may leave you when you need them or even mislead you.

4.Yes, grandfather is more practical than Mario because he understands human nature better and uses a clever trick—the magic chair—to test who Mario's real friends are.

5. A bet is a challenge or agreement where two people promise to do something based on the outcome of an event. Grandfather bet Mario to prove that not all his friends were true and that only a few would help him in difficult times.

*II. RTC*

1. Mario is facing difficulty sitting on the magic chair and wants time to try again.

2. The spectators were more surprised because despite trying again and again, the speaker still couldn’t sit, which made the situation funnier and more puzzling.

3. Yes, the speaker is hopeful that the problem will be fixed and he will be able to sit properly on the chair.

4. Laugh is a verb meaning the act of laughing, while *laughter* is a noun referring to the sound or action of laughing.

5. Technical

III. HOTS
  1. Yes, the story proves this. When Mario was in trouble and needed help, most of his so-called friends kept laughing and didn't take pain in his fall. Only a few came forward, showing that true friends are those who support us in difficult times. Thus, the idiom is very appropriate keeping the theme of the chapter in mind.
