Class Discussion 
Poet: Gervase Phinn
Book: Marigold, Class V, Unit 6
This humorous and thoughtful poem describes a class discussion where every student participates except a girl named Jane. The teacher notices her silence and asks her why she doesn't speak. Jane replies with a deep thought: "There are many people talking, but no one is listening." This line makes everyone pause and reflect.
Listening vs Talking: The poem explores how everyone wants to speak, but few want to truly listen.
Individual Identity: Jane represents a quiet, thoughtful child who listens more than she talks. A classroom is a place not only to talk but also to understand different opinions.
Moral Value: Sometimes, silence speaks louder than words.

  Competency-Based Questions

1. The tone of the poem can be described as:
A. Angry
B. Curious
C. Playful yet thoughtful
D. Sad

2. The poem suggests that a good discussion should include:
A. Many loud voices
B. Only teacher’s views
C. Both speaking and listening
D. Memorized answers

3. Jane’s silence is a symbol of:
A. Boredom
B. Rebellion
C. Inner wisdom
D. Laziness

4. The class reaction to Jane’s answer was likely:
A. Laughter
B. Reflection
C. Shouting
D. Ignorance

5. Jane’s character teaches readers the value of:
A. Ignoring others
B. Fighting in class
C. Thinking before speaking
D. Copying from others

6. The poet uses the classroom setting to highlight:
A. Discipline rules
B. Student rankings
C. Communication manners
D. Lunch break timing

7. A key message in the poem is to:
A. Talk more than others
B. Avoid group work
C. Listen with patience
D. Be always silent

8. The teacher’s action in the poem helps in:
A. Ignoring quiet students
B. Praising noisy students
C. Understanding silent learners
D. Finishing the syllabus

9. Jane's line about talking and listening reflects:
A. Her dislike for class
B. A deeper understanding
C. A funny joke
D. A guessing game

10. The class discussion became meaningful when:
A. Everyone left the room
B. Jane raised her voice
C. Jane shared her thought
D. The teacher ended the class


Value Based Question 
11. Jane’s silence teaches an important lesson about communication and listening in a group. Explain.

✅ Answer Hints (Use in Paragraph Form):
Start with a brief introduction of the poem:
The poem “Class Discussion” shows a classroom where all students are talking at once.
One student, Jane, remains silent.
Mention Jane’s special quality:
Jane is quiet but not because she doesn’t know anything.
She listens carefully and thinks deeply.
Describe her meaningful reply:
When asked, Jane says, “There are many people talking, but nobody listening.”
This shows she values listening more than just speaking.
Explain the lesson learned:
Her reply makes others stop and think.
In a group, real discussion happens when people speak and also listen.
Talking too much without listening creates noise, not learning.
Add your opinion or value reflection:
Jane teaches us that being quiet is not a weakness.
Listening is a powerful skill that helps in understanding others.
Everyone in a class should get a chance to speak and be heard.


✅ Answer Key:
1. C
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. C
6. C
7. C
8. C
9. B
10. C

