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DEMOCRACY - The word ‘democracy’ comes from two Greek words. ‘demos’ meaning ‘people’, and ‘kratos’ meaning ‘rule’ or power. Hence, democracy means the rule of the people.
Democracy is a form of government in which the people choose their leaders by voting. It is based on the idea that power belongs to the people.
Democracy is a government of the people, by the people, and for the people.
🔑 Key Features of Democracy:
· People elect their leaders.
· Everyone has equal rights.
· Freedom of speech and expression is allowed.
· Government works for the welfare of all.

🔹 1. Government
· Definition:
A government is a group of people with the authority to make decisions, create laws, and manage the affairs of a country or region.
· Functions:
· Makes laws to maintain peace and order.
· Protects the country from internal and external threats.
· Provides public services like education, healthcare, transport, etc.
· Collects taxes to run the country.
🔹 2. Governance
· Definition:
Governance is the process by which the government functions and decisions are implemented for the welfare of people. 
· Features of Good Governance:
· Transparency
· Accountability
· Participation of citizens
· Rule of law
· Efficiency and fairness

🔹 3. Organs of the Government
🏛️ (i) Legislature
· Definition: The branch of government that makes laws.
· Who are Included: 
· At the Central level: Parliament (Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha)
· At the State level: Legislative Assemblies
· Functions: 
· Makes new laws and amends old ones.
· Debates issues of national interest.
· Approves budgets and taxes.

🏢 (ii) Executive
· Definition: The branch of government that implements laws and runs administration.
· Who are Included: 
· President, Prime Minister, Council of Ministers, Chief Ministers, and Government officers.
· Functions: 
· Enforces and executes laws.
· Runs day-to-day government activities.
· Delivers services like education, health, defence, etc.

⚖️ (iii) Judiciary
· Definition: The branch of government that interprets laws and ensures justice.
· Who are Included: 
· Judges of the Supreme Court, High Courts, and District Courts.
· Functions: 
· Resolves disputes and punishes lawbreakers.
· Protects the Constitution and citizens' rights.
· Checks the misuse of power by other organs.

🔹 4. Separation of Powers
· Definition:
It means that the powers of the government are divided among the three organs – legislature, executive, and judiciary.
· Importance:
· Prevents misuse of power.
· Ensures one branch does not interfere in the work of another.
· Maintains balance and promotes fairness in governance.

🔹 5. Levels of Government
There are three levels of government in India:
🏛️ (i) Central Government
· Covers the entire country.
· Key people: President, Prime Minister, Members of Parliament.
· Works on: Defence, foreign affairs, railways, national finance.
🏢 (ii) State Government
· Covers each individual state.
· Key people: Governor, Chief Minister, State Ministers, MLAs.
· Works on: Agriculture, police, healthcare, education (state-level).
🏡 (iii) Local Government
· Covers villages, towns, and cities.
· Key bodies: 
· Rural: Gram Panchayat
· Urban: Municipality / Municipal Corporation
· Works on: Street lighting, sanitation, drinking water, local roads.
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