                                         ANALYSIS

The story Chandni by Zakir Hussain highlights the turning point of the story, where themes of freedom, courage, and dignity are brought out most strongly.
The central conflict is between Chandni’s deep desire to live freely in the hills and Abbu Khan’s determination to keep her safe within his compound. The hills represent liberty, while the compound stands for safety without freedom. Despite Abbu Khan’s repeated warnings and the tragic tale of Kalua, Chandni remains firm in her wish to leave.
When Abbu Khan locks her in a hut to protect her, he unknowingly leaves a small window open, giving Chandni her escape route. This incident suggests that a strong will cannot be contained by physical boundaries.
Upon reaching the hills, Chandni feels as if nature itself is welcoming her. The grass, flowers, and wind are described in a way that shows her joy and sense of belonging. She refuses to join the herd of wild goats, wishing to experience her independence fully on her own terms.As night falls, danger appears in the form of the wolf. For a moment, Chandni considers returning to safety, but she decides, “Death in an open field is better than life in a small hut.” This choice reflects her belief that a short life of freedom is more valuable than a long life in captivity.
The fight between the small goat and the powerful wolf becomes a symbol of determination against overwhelming odds. Chandni stands firm, like a brave soldier, ready to face her enemy. Even though she is physically defeated by morning, her moral victory is recognised by the wise old bird, who declares, “Chandni is the winner.”
The conclusion underlines the story’s main message: true victory lies not in survival, but in the courage to follow one’s convictions. Chandni’s choice and bravery make her a lasting symbol of independence and moral strength.

QA. Describe the appearance of the hills in Chandni’s eyes.
QB. Mention the special quality that made Chandni unlike other goats.
HOTS
QC. Can true happiness exist without freedom? Justify your answer based on the events in the story.

