 The Talkative Barber
One day, the Sultan of a great city wished to get his head shaved. He called a barber to his palace. The barber came, but instead of starting his work quickly, he began talking. The Sultan grew impatient and asked him to hurry. But the barber only talked more — about his family, his six brothers, and their habits. The Sultan became annoyed, but the barber continued his chatter. He delayed the work so much that the Sultan lost his temper. Finally, after wasting much time in unnecessary talking, the barber finished his task.
The Sultan realized that though the barber was skilled, his endless talking made him irritating. The Sultan wished that the barber would speak less and work more.
Situation-Based MCQs
Q1. Why did the Sultan call the barber to the palace?
a) To tell him stories
b) To get his head shaved
c) To discuss his brothers
d) To punish him
Q2. How did the barber behave when he entered the palace?
a) He immediately started shaving
b) He kept quiet
c) He began talking too much
d) He left the palace
Q3. What was the Sultan’s first reaction when the barber delayed the work?
a) He became happy
b) He grew impatient
c) He enjoyed the talk
d) He punished the barber
Q4. What topic did the barber mostly talk about?
a) His travels
b) His six brothers
c) His studies
d) His work as a barber
Q5. Why did the Sultan become angry with the barber?
a) He charged too much money
b) He cut his hair wrongly
c) He wasted time in talking
d) He refused to shave
Q6. Which quality did the barber lack the most?
a) Patience
b) Skill in shaving
c) Silence while working
d) Respect for the Sultan
Q7. How would you describe the barber’s personality?
a) Quiet and humble
b) Talkative and irritating
c) Brave and strong
d) Serious and silent
Q8. What lesson can be learnt from the barber’s behavior?
a) Talking is always better than working
b) Too much talking wastes time
c) People enjoy chatter while working
d) One should never shave a Sultan
Q9. If you were the Sultan, what would you expect the barber to do?
a) Work quickly and quietly
b) Tell more stories
c) Call his brothers
d) Refuse to shave
Q10. Why did the Sultan tolerate the barber for some time?
a) Because he was afraid of him
b) Because the barber was skilled
c) Because he enjoyed the jokes
d) Because he wanted to hear about his brothers
Q11. Which word best describes the Sultan’s feeling when the barber kept talking?
a) Amused
b) Annoyed
c) Relaxed
d) Excited
Q12. The barber could have been more successful if he had—
a) Talked more
b) Brought his brothers
c) Worked silently
d) Left the palace
Q13. What do you think the Sultan learnt after this experience?
a) To shave his own head
b) To punish all barbers
c) To choose silent workers
d) To invite all six brothers
Q14. If the barber had controlled his habit of talking, how would the situation have changed?
a) The Sultan would be happy and satisfied
b) The Sultan would become more angry
c) The work would remain incomplete
d) The barber would be punished
Q15. Which of these is the most suitable moral of the story?
a) A talkative person is loved by everyone
b) Silence and focus are important while working
c) Sultans should not get haircuts
d) Brothers must always be praised
