Case study worksheet_politicalparties
1. Case Study 1
In India, political parties are central to democracy. They contest elections, form governments, and shape public opinion. However, political parties also face several challenges such as lack of internal democracy, dynastic succession, and the growing use of money and muscle power. Many young and educated people hesitate to join politics because they feel political parties are corrupt and controlled by a few powerful leaders. Still, parties play a vital role in representing different social groups and ensuring that diverse opinions are heard in a democracy.
i) Which of the following is a major challenge faced by political parties in India?
a) Independent judiciary
b) Internal democracy
c) Free press
d) Federalism
ii) Why do many educated youth avoid joining political parties?
a) Lack of interest in politics
b) Parties are seen as corrupt and controlled by few leaders
c) No elections in the country
d) They are not allowed to vote
iii) What positive role do political parties play in democracy?
a) Represent diverse opinions and social groups
b) Eliminate elections
c) Reduce voters’ rights
d) Work without accountability
iv) Which democratic value is weakened when dynastic succession dominates political parties?
a) Equality
b) Justice
c) Freedom of speech
d) Fraternity
2. Case study 2
During elections in India, political parties often spend huge amounts of money on campaigns. Sometimes this leads to unfair competition, as rich candidates or parties get more visibility. To reduce this, the Election Commission has set limits on expenditure and has introduced the Model Code of Conduct. Despite this, the influence of money and muscle power continues to be a big challenge. Citizens, especially youth, are expected to vote wisely, not just on the basis of money or gifts offered, but by considering the values and policies of the parties.
i) What is the role of the Model Code of Conduct?
a) To ban all political rallies
b) To ensure free and fair elections
c) To provide more money to political parties
d) To stop voters from voting
ii) Which of the following is a challenge related to elections in India?
a) Too many parties contest
b) Influence of money and muscle power
c) Absence of voters’ list
d) No candidates contest
iii) When citizens choose parties based on policies and values rather than money or gifts, which democratic principle is strengthened?
a) Transparency
b) Dictatorship
c) Monarchy
d) One-party system
iv) Why is it important for youth to vote wisely in elections?
a) Because they represent the future of democracy
b) Because only youth are allowed to vote
c) Because elders cannot participate
d) Because elections are held for them only

3. Political parties are considered the backbone of democracy. Explain why political parties are necessary in a democratic system with values they promote. 
4. Dynastic succession and lack of internal democracy are major challenges faced by political parties in India.” Do you agree? Suggest some reforms with democratic values that can strengthen parties.
