CHAPTER 7 : History: India’s Cultural Roots
Section A – Multiple Choice Questions 
1. The verse “Ekam sat viprā bahudhā vadanti” reflects which core idea of Vedic thought?
a) Worship of many gods as separate beings
b) Unity behind diversity of divine names
c) Belief in life after death only
d) Importance of fire worship
2. Why did UNESCO recognise Vedic chanting as a heritage of humanity?
a) Because it was first written on palm leaves
b) Because it was sung by royal priests
c) Because it was orally preserved without change for millenniums
d) Because it was discovered recently
3. What does the story of Nachiketa mainly teach?
a) How to perform yajñas correctly
b) Importance of truth and courage in seeking knowledge
c) The art of chanting mantras
d) How to please the gods for wealth
4. If you were a follower of the Buddha, how would you practice ahimsa in daily life?
a) By avoiding only physical harm
b) By avoiding violence in thoughts, words, and actions
c) By avoiding only animal sacrifice
d) By performing meditation rituals
5. A student believes that “Truth has many sides, and no one statement can explain it fully.”
This idea reflects which Jain principle?
a) Ahimsa
b) Aparigraha
c) Anekāntavāda
d) Karma
6. A local tribal group worships rivers and mountains as sacred and believes a supreme deity lives within nature.
This belief shows—
a) Influence of Western religion
b) A conflict with Vedic thought
c) Shared ideas between tribal and Hindu belief systems
d) A complete rejection of spirituality
7. Assertion (A): The Vedas are among the most ancient texts in the world.
Reason (R): The Vedas were passed on orally with great accuracy for thousands of years.
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A
c) A is true, R is false
d) A is false, R is true
8. Assertion (A): Buddhism and Jainism were opposed to violence in all forms.
Reason (R): Both believed that harming living beings increases ignorance and suffering.
a) Both A and R are true, and R explains A correctly
b) Both A and R are true, but R does not explain A
c) A is true, R is false
d) A is false, R is true

	9. Column A
	Column B

	1. Siddhārtha Gautama
	a) Non-possession

	2. Mahāvīra
	b) Enlightenment

	3. Upaniṣhads
	c) Search for truth beyond rituals

	Options:
	

	a) 1–b, 2–a, 3–c
	b) 1–c, 2–b, 3–a




Section B – Subjective Questions
2 Marks Each
1. What is meant by “Ekam sat viprā bahudhā vadanti”? What does it teach about Indian thought?
2. Write any two similarities between Buddhism and Jainism in their core teachings.
3 Marks Each
3. Explain the concepts of ahimsa, anekāntavāda, and aparigraha as taught in Jainism.
4. How have tribal and folk traditions contributed to India’s cultural roots? Give examples.
5 Marks Each
5. Describe the origin and main ideas of the Vedas. What makes them an important part of India’s heritage?
6. Narrate one Upaniṣhadic story and explain the values or messages it conveys.
7. Compare the teachings of Buddhism and Jainism and explain how both influenced Indian culture and society.


