🌍 “Topsy-turvy Land”
Poet: H. E. Wilkinson

🟢Explanation
The people walk upon their heads,
The sea is made of sand,
👉 Explanation:
In this strange and funny world, everything is the opposite of real life. People don’t walk on their feet — they walk on their heads! And the sea, instead of having water, is full of sand. Everything is upside down here.
The children go to school by night,
In Topsy-turvy Land.
👉 Explanation:
In this land, children don’t go to school during the day. They go to school at night! This shows how different and mixed-up this land is.
The front-door step is at the back,
You’re walking when you stand;
👉 Explanation:
Here, the front door of every house is placed at the back side. And when people are standing still, it means they are walking! Everything is completely reversed.
You wear your hat upon your feet,
In Topsy-turvy Land.
👉 Explanation:
People don’t wear hats on their heads here — they wear them on their feet! The poem continues to show how silly and funny this world is.
And buses on the sea you’ll meet,
While pleasure boats are planned,
👉 Explanation:
In this upside-down world, buses are seen running on the sea, while boats, which are meant for water, are made to move on land. Everything works opposite to what we know.
To travel up and down the streets
Of Topsy-turvy Land.
👉 Explanation:
People use these strange ways of travelling — buses on the sea and boats on land — to move around the streets of this funny world.
You pay for what you never get,
I think it must be grand,
👉 Explanation:
In Topsy-Turvy Land, people pay money for things they never actually receive. The poet says he finds this world grand (wonderful), even though everything is opposite.
For when you go you’re coming back,
In Topsy-turvy Land.
👉 Explanation:
In this strange land, when someone goes away, it means they are coming back! The whole world works in the reverse direction — nothing makes sense, yet it’s amusing.
🌈 Summary of the Poem
The poem describes an imaginary, funny world where everything happens backwards or upside down.
· People walk on their heads.
· The sea is made of sand.
· Children go to school at night.
· Front doors are at the back.
· Hats are worn on feet.
· Buses move on sea, boats move on land.
· People pay for things they never get.
· When you go, you’re actually coming back!
The poet uses imagination and humour to make us laugh and think about how different things would be if the world were truly topsy-turvy (upside-down).
🎯 Main Idea:
The poem teaches children to enjoy imagination and see the fun side of thinking differently. It encourages creativity and humour through opposites.
✨ Important Keywords:
· Topsy-turvy: upside-down, mixed-up
· Pleasure boats: boats used for fun or travel
· Grand: wonderful, great
🌟 Moral of the Poem
The poem “Topsy-turvy Land” teaches us to look at the world with imagination and creativity.
It reminds us that:
· Everything doesn’t always have to be serious or ordinary — it’s fun to think differently.
· Sometimes, seeing things from another point of view can make us laugh and learn.
· A little humour and imagination can make life more interesting and joyful.
🪄 In short:
The moral of the poem is that we should use our imagination, think creatively, and find joy in seeing things in a new way, even if they seem strange or opposite.



