
HOT Question 

Question: True happiness is found not in luxury but in compassion and selflessness. Examine how 
The Happy Prince illustrates this theme through the transformation of both the Prince and the 
Swallow. 

Answer: The Happy Prince beautifully portrays the idea that real joy lies in giving, not receiving. The Prince, 
once surrounded by splendour, only realizes the depth of human misery after his statue is raised high 
above the city. His transformation from a symbol of beauty to one of sacrifice reflects the spiritual 
awakening that comes through empathy. The Swallow, too, abandons his dream of Egypt and dedicates 
himself to helping others, discovering the bliss of selfless love. Their actions, though leading to physical 
destruction, elevate them to divine glory. Through their compassion, Oscar Wilde conveys that the true 
measure of happiness is not wealth or comfort, but the ability to ease another’s suffering. 

Short Questions 

Q1. The Happy Prince and the Swallow seem to share a silent understanding. Discuss how this bond 
deepens the story’s emotional impact. 

Answer: The silent yet profound bond of the prince and the swallow forms the heart of the story. The 
Swallow becomes the Prince’s messenger of compassion, and their shared purpose unites them beyond 
life and death. This connection turns mere charity into love, making their sacrifice both emotional and 
spiritual. Their friendship symbolizes the meeting of heart and conscience that gives meaning to true 
kindness. 

Q2. The people of the city admire the statue’s beauty but fail to value its message later. Comment on 
this irony. 

Answer: The irony lies in society’s blindness to real virtue. When adorned with gold and jewels, the statue 
is praised; once stripped of wealth, it’s discarded. This reflects how people often judge worth by outward 
appearance, ignoring inner goodness. Wilde exposes materialistic hypocrisy, showing that society values 
splendour more than sacrifice, thus deepening the moral contrast between outer glitter and inner grace. 

Q3. The Prince’s broken heart is considered the “most precious” by God. Explain the symbolic 
significance. 

Answer: The Prince’s broken heart symbolizes love and compassion that transcend material existence. 
Though lifeless in form, his heart beats with empathy for the suffering of others. When God calls it the most 
precious thing, it suggests that spiritual richness is found in emotional depth and moral beauty, not in gold 
or gems. The heart becomes a divine emblem of selfless humanity. 

Q4. The Mayor and councillors’ attitude towards the statue reflects the moral emptiness of society. 
Discuss. 

Answer: The  reaction of the mayor and councillors reveals shallow pride and greed. They adore the statue 
for its grandeur but condemn it once its wealth is gone. Their decision to melt it shows insensitivity and 
moral decay. Wilde uses them to criticize leaders who value appearances over goodness. Their hypocrisy 
mirrors a world where virtue is ignored and only glittering surfaces are honoured. 



Q5.The Swallow’s final choice to stay with the Prince challenges common notions of happiness. 
Evaluate. 

Answer: By choosing love over comfort, the Swallow redefines happiness. He rejects worldly pleasure and 
embraces a life of purpose, serving the poor with the Prince. His sacrifice proves that fulfillment comes 
from compassion, not luxury. The Swallow’s death beside the Prince symbolizes eternal peace earned 
through selflessness, making his choice a celebration of moral and emotional awakening.  

Q6. The transformation of the Swallow mirrors the moral awakening of the Happy Prince. Elaborate. 

Answer: Both characters undergo spiritual evolution through empathy. Initially carefree and self-centered, 
the Swallow learns the beauty of compassion as he helps the Prince aid others. Similarly, the Prince, once 
Ignorant of human pain, becomes a symbol of charity. Their parallel journeys show that love transforms the 
soul, teaching that sacrifice is the highest form of joy and redemption.  

Q7. Society’s definition of ‘value’ is questioned throughout the story. Examine how Wilde presents 
this moral conflict. 

Answer: Oscar Wilde contrasts material and moral value. The townspeople admire the gilded statue but 
discard it once it loses its shine. In contrast, God treasures the lead heart and the dead bird, symbolizing 
eternal virtue. This conflict exposes how society confuses wealth with worth, while true value lies in 
compassion. Wilde’s message urges moral vision over superficial admiration. 

Q8. The story ends with divine recognition of the Prince and Swallow. Interpret the meaning of this 
ending. 

Answer: The divine acknowledgment restores spiritual justice to a world blind to goodness. Though 
rejected by humans, the Prince and the Swallow are welcomed in Heaven, proving that virtue transcends 
mortality. Their sacrifice earns them eternal life, reinforcing the story’s central belief — that acts of love 
and selflessness are never lost but honoured in the realm of the divine. 

Q9. The Prince’s physical beauty fades, but his inner beauty shines brighter. Reflect on this 
transformation. 

Answer: As the Prince’s jewels and gold are given away, his outward beauty diminishes, but his soul grows 
radiant with compassion. Wilde contrasts material decay with spiritual illumination, showing that real 
beauty stems from kindness. The Prince’s sacrifice transforms him from a mere ornament into a beacon of 
humanity, proving that true glory lies in giving, not possessing. 

 


