
In the heart of Umuofia, where moonlit nights echoed with 
drumbeats and the spirits of ancestors watched over the living, 
the story of Okonkwo unfolded—at once majestic and tragic. 
His fame rose early, the day he defeated Amalinze the Cat, a 
wrestler unbeaten for seven years. Villagers celebrated him as 
the embodiment of strength, discipline, and masculine pride. 
Yet behind this heroic image lived a frightened boy still running 
from the shadow of his father, Unoka, whose debts and easy 
laughter had earned him contempt. Okonkwo built his identity 
in direct rebellion to that softness, and this desire to escape 
weakness became both his greatest fuel and his fatal flaw. 

His farms flourished, and his barns filled with yams—the “king 
of crops”—that symbolized prosperity in Igbo culture. His 
household bustled with wives, children, and responsibilities 
that he oversaw with a rigid, sometimes violent authority. But 
even in that stern exterior lay glimpses of tenderness, especially 
toward Ezinma, his daughter, whose intelligence and spirit often 
made him wish she were born a boy. His relationship with 
Nwoye, however, remained strained. The boy’s quiet nature 
reminded Okonkwo too much of Unoka, and instead of 
nurturing Nwoye into confidence, he tried to beat strength into 
him. This conflict reveals one of Chinua Achebe’s profound 
critiques: to pursue strength through fear is to build a house on 
trembling ground. 

Everything changed the day Ikemefuna was brought to Umuofia 
as part of a peace settlement. For three years the boy lived in 
Okonkwo’s home, becoming a bridge between Okonkwo and 
Nwoye. Under Ikemefuna’s influence, Nwoye blossomed into a 
more engaged and promising youth. Even Okonkwo’s heart, 
which he locked so tightly, opened slightly—though he would 
never admit it, not even to himself. Ikemefuna represented the 
emotional richness Okonkwo denied himself. And so when the 
Oracle decreed the boy must be killed, Okonkwo’s inner conflict 
reached its peak. Despite being warned not to take part, he 
killed Ikemefuna for fear of appearing weak. Achebe uses this 
moment not only as a turning point in Okonkwo’s life but as a 
powerful comment on toxic masculinity: in choosing pride over 
compassion, Okonkwo unknowingly breaks the spiritual fabric 
of his own household. 

Nwoye’s spirit cracked. The warmth and storytelling he once 
loved felt poisoned. Silent resentment began to grow in him, and 



a quiet question echoed: What kind of strength destroys what it 
loves? 

Misfortune soon followed. During a funeral ceremony, 
Okonkwo’s gun misfired and killed a clansman—an accidental 
but grave offence. As custom required, he and his family were 
exiled to his mother’s village for seven years. Okonkwo bore the 
exile like a wound that refused to heal. His ambitions, his 
dreams, his identity as a warrior—they all seemed suspended in 
time. 

While Okonkwo waited to return, a new and unsettling presence 
entered the region: the Christian missionaries. At first they 
appeared harmless, even strange, with their hymns and alien 
stories of a single powerful god. But what they offered was 
something subtle yet disruptive—a refuge for those whom 
traditional society had marginalized: twins abandoned in the 
forest, outcasts barred from communal life, young boys 
troubled by violence. Among them, Nwoye found a soothing 
answer to the questions that had tormented him since 
Ikemefuna’s death. He converted to Christianity, breaking ties 
with the father who had feared weakness more than he feared 
losing love. Achebe uses this painful rupture to show the fragility 
of a culture when its internal wounds meet external pressures. 

When Okonkwo finally returned to Umuofia, he expected to 
reclaim his place as a respected warrior. But he came home to 
a changed world. The white men had built courts, churches, and 
prisons; they had convinced some villagers to embrace their 
laws and abandon ancestral customs. Okonkwo saw a society 
slowly slipping from its roots, and his frustration grew into a 
desperate need to revive the old strength of Umuofia. Yet the 
village had evolved, its unity fractured, its identity shaken. 
Achebe’s narrative here becomes deeply critical, not only of 
colonial domination but of the internal rigidity that made 
Umuofia vulnerable: a culture unwilling to bend is a culture 
easily broken. 

A final clash with the colonial authorities pushed Okonkwo to 
his breaking point. When the clan refused to rise with him, he 
understood that the world he had fought to preserve had already 
fallen apart. Left alone, trapped in a reality he could not change, 
Okonkwo chose to end his life—a final act that violated 
everything he believed in. 



His death, dismissed coldly by the District Commissioner, 
stands as Achebe’s powerful commentary on the dehumanizing 
effects of colonial narratives: a life of immense depth reduced 
to a footnote in someone else’s book. 

Thus the story of Okonkwo becomes not only the fall of one man 
but the slow, painful unravelling of a civilization caught between 
tradition and change. 

 

Okonkwo’s reactions to challenges often come from an internal 
fear. His behaviour most strongly illustrates 

A. an obsession with public reputation 

B. a desire to create new customs 

C. an admiration for gentle leadership 

D. a belief in forgiving enemies 

Ikemefuna’s presence changes the household dynamic. This 
influence highlights 

A. the power of informal mentorship 

B. the weakness of communal ties 

C. the certainty of political collapse 

D. the dangers of agricultural success 

Nwoye’s shift away from his father reflects a conflict between 

A. inherited duty and personal morality 

B. economic ambition and poverty 

C. rural tradition and foreign trade 

D. military strength and diplomacy 

The arrival of the new religion is most significant because it 

A. exposes fractures already present in the community 

B. encourages villagers to abandon farming 

C. replaces all local leaders immediately 

D. eliminates storytelling from the society 



Okonkwo’s decision to participate in the killing despite warnings 
shows 

A. how destructive uncompromising ideals can become 

B. that he values prophecy above all else 

C. that he feels detached from the clan 

D. a longing to imitate foreign customs 

Nwoye finds comfort in the new faith mainly because it 

A. answers unresolved emotional dilemmas 

B. promises financial rewards 

C. removes the need for family ties 

D. offers positions of political power 

The clan’s gradual acceptance of foreign authority suggests 

A. the weakening of internal unity before external influence 

B. the community’s desire for foreign trade goods 

C. the failure of agricultural systems 

D. the rise of hereditary kingship 

Okonkwo’s return from exile reveals that 

A. societies can shift rapidly when internal systems are 
vulnerable 

B. individuals never regain their status after banishment 

C. people always reject foreign institutions 

D. leadership remains unchanged despite new forces 

The final confrontation between villagers and the colonial 
system highlights 

A. the power imbalance created by unfamiliar legal structures 

B. the clan’s mastery of foreign languages 

C. the effectiveness of peaceful negotiations 

D. the community’s desire to expand territory 

Okonkwo’s isolation at the end is the result of 

A. a refusal to adapt to shifting cultural values 



B. a shortage of ceremonial privileges 

C. an alliance with foreign officials 

D. his lack of skill in negotiation 

Achebe’s portrayal of the clan challenges stereotypes by 

A. showing complexity in both strengths and flaws 

B. depicting a society without rituals 

C. reducing leadership to one individual 

D. suggesting total resistance to change 

The District Commissioner’s detached reaction symbolizes 

A. the erasure of indigenous experiences by colonial narratives 

B. the triumph of empathy in governance 

C. the protection of traditional customs 

D. the celebration of local heroes 

Okonkwo’s upbringing shapes his worldview by 

A. turning insecurity into strict self-discipline 

B. motivating him to embrace artistic pursuits 

C. making him indifferent to titles 

D. strengthening his belief in gentleness 

The split within the community when new beliefs arrive 
demonstrates 

A. how cultural identity fractures when values clash 

B. the clan’s universal rejection of innovation 

C. the disappearance of family structures 

D. the victory of economic motives 

The fall of Okonkwo parallels the fall of the clan because both 

A. resist change until it becomes impossible to survive 

B. gain strength through foreign support 

C. depend on external approval 

D. transform willingly into a new order 



The word “resolute” best expresses the idea of someone who is 

A. easily frightened 

B. firm and determined 

C. unsure and confused 

D. pretending to be polite 

The word “exile” refers to 

A. a ceremonial award 

B. a journey for trade 

C. forced living away from one’s home 

D. a gathering of elders 

The word “discord” most nearly means 

A. complete agreement 

B. lack of harmony 

C. a formal celebration 

D. a secret message 

The word “heritage” is closest in meaning to 

A. personal clothing 

B. cultural traditions 

C. borrowed property 

D. temporary shelter 

The word “solemn” describes something that is 

A. playful and humorous 

B. light and colourful 

C. serious and dignified 

D. loud and unplanned 

 

 

 

 



ANSWER KEY WITH OPTION STATEMENTS 

A – an obsession with public reputation 

A – the power of informal mentorship 

A – inherited duty and personal morality 

A – exposes fractures already present in the community 

A – how destructive uncompromising ideals can become 

A – answers unresolved emotional dilemmas 

A – the weakening of internal unity before external influence 

A – societies can shift rapidly when internal systems are 
vulnerable 

A – the power imbalance created by unfamiliar legal structures 

A – a refusal to adapt to shifting cultural values 

A – showing complexity in both strengths and flaws 

A – the erasure of indigenous experiences by colonial narratives 

A – turning insecurity into strict self-discipline 

A – how cultural identity fractures when values clash 

A – resist change until it becomes impossible to survive: 

B – firm and determined 

C – forced living away from one’s home 

B – lack of harmony 

B – cultural traditions 

C – serious and dignified 

 
 


