
ON KILLING A TREE 
HOT QUESTIONS 

Question 1: The poem “On Killing a Tree” highlights the resilience of nature and the human tendency 
to exploit it. Justify this statement based on the poem. 

Answer: In “On Killing a Tree,” Gieve Patel vividly depicts the strength and resilience of nature. The tree, a 
symbol of nature, cannot be destroyed easily. Merely cutting it does not suffice, as its roots remain alive, 
signifying its will to survive. However, the poem also highlights humanity’s relentless exploitation of nature. 
To truly kill the tree, humans uproot it completely, severing its lifeline. This act reflects mankind’s 
insensitivity and greed, prioritizing destruction over coexistence. Patel portrays nature as a persistent 
force, yet vulnerable to human intervention. The poem serves as a stark reminder of humanity’s 
responsibility to protect, rather than exploit, the environment. Through vivid imagery, the poet emphasizes 
the tree’s endurance and the brutal methods required to end its life, urging readers to reconsider their 
relationship with nature. 

Question 2: The poem “On Killing a Tree” is a powerful critique of human insensitivity toward nature. 
Justify this statement based on the poem. 

Answer: In “On Killing a Tree,” Gieve Patel critiques human insensitivity through the brutal imagery of 
destroying a tree. The poem describes how cutting or hacking is insufficient to kill a tree, as it continues to 
thrive unless uprooted completely. The act of pulling out its roots, exposing them to sunlight and air, 
symbolizes mankind’s ruthless exploitation of nature. The tree’s slow death reflects nature’s suffering at 
human hands. Patel highlights the disregard for the environment and the lack of empathy in such acts. By 
detailing the violence needed to kill a tree, the poet exposes humanity’s dominance over and insensitivity 
toward the natural world, urging readers to adopt a more compassionate and sustainable approach. 

SHORT QUESTIONS 

Question 1: Why does the poet say that hacking and chopping cannot kill a tree? 

Answer: The poet says hacking and chopping cannot kill a tree because its roots, which are the source of 
its strength, remain intact. The tree can regenerate from its roots, symbolizing the resilience and endurance 
of nature. 

Question 2: Why does the poet emphasize the root’s importance in killing a tree? 

Answer: The poet emphasizes the root’s importance because it is the lifeline of the tree, deeply embedded 
in the earth. To truly kill a tree, its roots must be uprooted and exposed to air and sunlight, severing its 
connection to nourishment. 

Question 3: What imagery does the poet use to describe the process of uprooting a tree? 

Answer: The poet uses violent imagery to describe the uprooting, such as “scorching,” “choking,” and 
“browning,” showing the tree’s slow, painful death as its roots dry and wither after being exposed to the 
elements. 

Question 4: How does the poet portray the relationship between the tree and the earth? 

Answer: The poet portrays the tree as deeply connected to the earth, which nourishes it. The earth 
symbolizes the tree’s strength and sustenance, while uprooting it signifies a violent severance from its 
source of life. 

 



Question 5: What message does the poet convey about nature’s resilience? 

Answer: The poet conveys that nature is incredibly resilient, as shown by the tree’s ability to heal and 
regrow even after being hacked or chopped. However, nature’s resilience is not infinite and can be 
destroyed through persistent human exploitation. 

Question 6: Why does the poet use detailed descriptions of the tree’s destruction? 

Answer: The poet uses detailed descriptions to emphasize the brutality of destroying a tree and to evoke a 
sense of guilt in the reader. It highlights humanity’s insensitivity and the irreversible damage caused to 
nature. 

Question 7: How does the poem depict the slow process of killing a tree? 

Answer: The poem depicts killing a tree as a slow, deliberate process involving hacking, chopping, 
uprooting, and drying its roots. This imagery reflects the prolonged struggle of nature against human 
destruction. 

Question 8: What does the tree symbolize in the poem? 

Answer: The tree symbolizes nature’s strength, resilience, and ability to endure. It also represents the 
interconnectedness of life and the environment, highlighting the destructive impact of human actions. 

 

 

 


