
 Simple Sentence
 Definition
A simple sentence has only one subject and one predicate.
It contains only one finite verb.
 Key Features
One independent clause
No conjunction joining clauses
May have phrases (prepositional, participial, infinitive)
 Structure
Subject + Verb + Object / Complement
 Examples
The boy runs fast.
She is reading a book.
The girl with blue eyes sings beautifully.
 Identification Tip
 If there is only one main verb, it is a simple sentence.
 Compound Sentence
Definition
A compound sentence is made of two or more independent clauses joined by coordinating conjunctions.
 Key Features
Two main clauses
Equal importance
Joined by FANBOYS
 FANBOYS
For
And
Nor
But
Or
Yet
So
Structure
Independent Clause + Conjunction + Independent Clause
 Examples
I wanted to play, but it was raining.
She studied hard, so she passed the exam.
He is poor, yet he is honest.
 Identification Tip
 If you can split the sentence into two meaningful sentences, it is compound.
 Complex Sentence
 Definition
A complex sentence has one main clause and one or more subordinate clauses.
 Key Features
One independent clause
One dependent (subordinate) clause
Uses subordinating conjunctions or relative pronouns
 Common Subordinators
because, when, if, although, since, while
who, which, that, whose, whom
 Structure
Main Clause + Subordinate Clause
OR
Subordinate Clause + Main Clause
 Examples
I stayed home because I was sick.
When the bell rang, the students left the class.
This is the boy who won the prize.
 Identification Tip
If one part of the sentence cannot stand alone, it is complex.
