SOCIAL SCIENCE - Chapter: 12
Grassroots Democracy – Part 3
Urban Administration
 SAMIRON SIR
What are Urban Local Bodies?
Urban local bodies are local government institutions that manage cities and towns. They follow the principle of decentralisation, meaning power is shared with local people instead of being controlled only from the top.

Ward: Cities and towns are divided into smaller units called wards, and each ward has a Ward Committee.
Decentralisation: Instead of being managed by a central authority, local communities have a direct role in managing their own areas and addressing local issues.
Why is decentralisation important?
· It makes government more efficient
· People can participate in decision-making
· Local problems get quick solutions

Types of Urban Local Bodies
Urban local bodies are classified based on population:
1.Municipal Corporation (Mahanagar Nigam)
A large urban local body that manages big cities .For cities with a population above 10 lakhs
Example: Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata
Composition
· Consists of elected representatives called Councillors
· City is divided into wards
· Councillors are elected by the people
Head
· Mayor (political head)
· Elected from among the councillors
Administrative Officers
· Municipal Commissioner
· Appointed by the State Government


 2. Municipal Council (Nagar Palika)
Manages smaller urban areas or towns. For cities with population between 1 lakh and 10 lakhs. 
Examples: Chakdaha, Kalyani, Krishnagar, Bongaon 
Composition
· Made up of elected Councillors
· Town divided into wards
Head
· Chairperson / President
· Elected from councillors
Administrative Officers
· Chief Municipal Officer (CMO) or Executive Officer


3. Nagar Panchayat
This is a type of local government for areas that are transitioning from rural to urban.
For small towns with a smaller population
Examples
Kalna Nagar Panchayat (West Bengal)
Chhata Nagar Panchayat (Uttar Pradesh)
Composition
· Elected members from wards
· Includes representatives of semi-urban areas
Head: Chairperson / President
Administrative Officers: Executive Officer

Ward Committees
· Work at the ward (local area) level
· Help organise health camps and cleanliness drives
· Report local problems like leaking water pipes, blocked drains, or damaged roads
· Act as a link between citizens and the urban local body

Functions of Urban Local Bodies
· Maintaining roads, street lights, and drainage
· Garbage collection and waste management
· Maintaining burial and cremation grounds
· Supplying water and managing water resources
· Implementing government schemes
· Planning economic and social development
· Collecting local taxes, fines, and service charges

Services Provided by Municipal Corporations
· Property tax collection
· Water supply and water tanker services
· Solid waste management
· Issuing trade licenses and permits
· Fire services
· Marriage and birth certificates
· Ambulance and funeral services
· Grievance redressal through Citizen Relationship Management (CRM)

Role of Citizens
Urban governance works well only when citizens perform their duties responsibly:
· Segregating waste properly
· Reporting water leakage or damaged roads
· Show care and concern for their area


1. Which feature best explains why Municipal Corporations are formed in big cities?
a) They focus mainly on village development
b) They have no elected members
c) They work under the Gram Sabha
d) They handle complex civic needs like transport, sanitation, and housing

2. Which of the following sources of income helps Urban Local Bodies provide public services regularly?
a) Property tax and user charges
b) Agricultural income
c) Donations only
d) Loans from private banks only

3.Assertion (A): Municipalities play an important role in maintaining public health in towns.
Reason (R): They are responsible for garbage disposal, cleanliness, and health services.
a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A
b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A
c) A is true but R is false
d) A is false but R is true

4.Assertion (A): Nagar Panchayats are established in areas shifting from rural to urban.
Reason (R): Such areas require both rural and urban administrative features.
a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A
b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A
c) A is true but R is false
d) A is false but R is true

5. A rapidly growing town needs better street lighting, water supply, and waste management. Which urban local body would be most suitable?
a) Nagar Panchayat
b) Gram Panchayat
c) Municipality
d) Zila Parishad

6. A large metropolitan city wants to improve public transport and collect professional tax. Which body will manage this?
a) Nagar Panchayat
b) Municipal Corporation
c) Village Council
d) Panchayat Samiti

7. Which of the following statements are correct?
Urban Local Bodies are elected institutions.
Municipal Corporations work only in small towns.
Taxes are an important source of income for urban bodies.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

8. Explain how the composition of a Municipality helps in democratic urban governance.
9. Describe any three functions of Urban Local Bodies that directly affect the daily life of citizens.

10. Your town is facing problems of overflowing garbage and poor drainage.
Which urban local body should solve this problem and how?

11. Suppose a Nagar Panchayat wants to improve street lighting and roads.
Suggest two sources of income it can use and explain their importance.

12. “Urban Local Bodies are the backbone of city administration.”
Justify this statement with suitable examples.

13. Compare Municipality and Municipal Corporation on the basis of composition and functions 

14. Urban areas are growing rapidly, leading to increased pressure on civic services like water supply, sanitation, housing, and transport.
Analyze how Municipal Corporations are better equipped than Municipalities to handle such challenges. Support your answer with suitable points

