Stanza 1 Explanation
Lines:
“Boats sail on the rivers
And ships sail on the seas;
But clouds that sail across the sky
Are prettier far than these.”
Explanation:
In this stanza, the poet says that boats move on rivers and ships travel across the seas. However, clouds also seem to “sail” in the sky like boats and ships. The poet feels that clouds are much more beautiful than boats and ships because they are part of nature and look soft, free, and graceful.
Important Words (Stanza 1)
· Sail – to move smoothly (on water or in air) 
· Rivers – flowing water bodies 
· Seas – large bodies of salt water 
· Clouds – white or grey masses in the sky 
· Prettier – more beautiful 

Stanza 2 Explanation
Lines:
“There are bridges on the rivers
As pretty as you please;
But the bow that bridges heaven,
And overtops the trees,
And builds a road from earth to sky,
Is prettier far than these.”
Explanation:
In this stanza, the poet talks about bridges built by humans over rivers, which can be very beautiful. But she says that the “bow” (rainbow) in the sky is even more beautiful. The rainbow looks like a bridge connecting the earth and the sky and rises high above the trees. It appears like a magical road in the sky, making it far more wonderful than man-made bridges.

Important Words (Stanza 2)
· Bridges – structures built over rivers or roads 
· Bow – rainbow 
· Heaven – sky 
· Overtops – rises above / is taller than 
· Road – path or way 
· Earth – land / ground 
· Prettier far – much more beautiful


Competency-Based MCQs (10 Questions)
1. Boats and ships are compared with clouds based on
a) size
b) speed
c) beauty
d) colour
2. Clouds are described as sailing across
a) rivers
b) seas
c) sky
d) land
3. The poet finds clouds prettier because they are
a) bigger
b) natural and free
c) faster
d) nearer
4. Bridges on rivers are described as
a) ugly
b) weak
c) pretty
d) broken
5. The “bow that bridges heaven” refers to
a) a bridge
b) a rainbow
c) a cloud
d) a river
6. The rainbow builds a road from
a) sky to river
b) earth to sky
c) trees to river
d) sea to land
7. The phrase “overtops the trees” suggests that the rainbow is
a) shorter than trees
b) hidden by trees
c) taller than trees
d) inside trees
8. The poet prefers natural things over
a) animals
b) artificial things
c) people
d) colours
9. The central idea of the poem highlights
a) transport
b) nature’s beauty
c) travel
d) weather
10. The tone of the poem is
a) sad
b) angry
c) admiring
d) fearful

High Order Thinking Questions 
The poet compares clouds with boats and the rainbow with bridges. Explain how these comparisons help to highlight the beauty of nature.
Hints for Students:
Identify the two comparisons (clouds–boats, rainbow-bridges)
Think about movement (sailing) and shape (bridge-like)
Explain how imagination is used
Mention why natural objects seem more beautiful
Conclude with the poet’s message about nature

Answers 
1. C. Beauty
2. C. Sky
3. B. Natural and free
4. C. Pretty
5. B. A Rainbow
6. B. Earth to Sky
7. C. Taller than trees 
8. B. Artificial things 
9. B. Nature’s Beauty
10. C. Admiring

