Chapter: Winds of Change — Comprehensive Question Bank & Study
Material

Themes:

e Technological Disruption vs. Heritage Preservation: The text highlights how modern
innovations like electrification displace age-old functional traditions, forcing ancient crafts to
adapt or risk total extinction.

e Cultural Identity and Regional Expression: The structure, raw materials and intricate design
patterns of each pankha serve as a direct reflection of a specific region’s unique ecosystem,
history and local craftsmanship.

e Economic Transition and Artisan’s livelihoods: The evolution of traditional crafts from
simple household necessities into commercial commodities provides vital financial
independence and sustainable livelihoods for rural, home-based workers.

e Transformation of Functional Utility into Aesthetic Value: Traditional items lose their
physical utility over time but regain structural relevance by transforming into symbolic cultural
anchors, decorative art pieces, and prized lifestyle accessories.

e Coexistence of Modernity and Tradition: True progress is defined not by discarding history,
but by creating an integrated lifestyle where contemporary technology and indigenous arts
actively complement each other.

Part 1: Textbook Question Answers

Q1. How does the title ‘Winds of Change’ capture the essence of the chapter?

Ans: The title metaphorically mirrors the physical purpose of pankhas (creating wind) while capturing their
historical transition. Initially used for personal utility in royal courts and temples to fight heat, the advent of
electrical technology threatened their existence. However, a new "wind of change" has transformed these
traditional fans into prized commercial crafts and decorative art pieces, ensuring sustainable livelihoods for
modern local artisans.

Q2. Support the following statement with any two relevant examples from the chapter: ‘The structure
and design of pankhas are testimony to the cultural identity of the region.’

Ans: The design of each pankha directly reflects its regional ecosystem and heritage. For example,
Rajasthan’s zardozi hand fans incorporate glittering, ornate gold threadwork that mirrors the state's regal
historic art. Meanwhile, Bengal utilizes the delicate, milky-white spongy centre of the local water grass, sola, to
create Tal Patar Pankhas, demonstrating how geographical resources deeply shape a community's unique
cultural crafts.

Q3. The chapter mentions pankhas running the risk of slowly losing their presence among Indians.
Evaluate how the balance between preserving traditional craftsmanship and incorporating innovative
designs in the creation of pankhas will help in this regard.

Ans: Striking a balance ensures traditional crafts stay relevant without losing their historical soul. While
preserving authentic regional techniques protects cultural roots, incorporating contemporary designs, modern
color palettes, and fresh utility options appeals to modern global buyers. This innovative blend transforms an
obsolete household appliance into a trendy lifestyle accessory, driving consumer demand and preventing the
art form from slipping into extinction.



Q4. How might initiatives such as pankha-making workshops contribute to the preservation of this
traditional craft?

Ans: Pankha-making workshops serve as vital educational and commercial bridges. By hosting these sessions
within and outside exhibitions, master artisans can directly pass down their intricate, time-honored techniques
to younger generations, ensuring the skills are not forgotten. Furthermore, these interactive workshops build
deep consumer appreciation, spread cultural awareness, and establish profitable markets, transforming dying
regional practices into viable economic trades.

Q5. The writer mentions celebrating pankhas in the concluding part of the chapter. Assess how this
could be beneficial to artisans and the craft.

Ans: Celebrating pankhas through public exhibitions, cultural stories, and active documentation elevates a
humble utility tool into a respected art form. This public recognition restores immense cultural pride to local
communities. Economically, it provides contemporary creators a prominent platform to showcase their skills,
attracting heritage tourists, collectors, and design brands, which secures a sustainable, long-term livelihood for
grassroots rural artisans.

Q6. How does the restriction of the use of pankha for decorative purposes reflect the changing cultural
role of these traditional fans in modern India?

Ans: The shift from functional appliances to aesthetic showpieces highlights India's changing lifestyle.
Originally, pankhas were essential everyday tools used to beat the summer heat across homes, courts and
temples. With modern electrification, their physical utility vanished. Today, they function as symbolic cultural
anchors, celebrated in urban spaces for their exquisite craftsmanship, complex needlework and historical
nostalgia rather than thermal relief.

Part 2: Competency-Based Additional Short Questions

Q1. How does the etymology of the word punkha connect the artifact back to its natural origins?

Ans: The word punkha or pankha originates from the traditional word ‘pankh’, which explicitly translates to a
bird's feather. This etymology reveals that ancient human cooling methods were deeply inspired by watching
animals adapt to nature. It shows that early designs directly mimicked the light, sweeping aerodynamic motions
of avian wings, laying the foundation for India's diverse handheld fan traditions.

Q2. Contrast the materials and techniques used by Gujarati home-based women workers with those of
Rajasthani artisans.

Ans: While Rajasthan focuses heavily on textile manipulation through fabric-based appliqué and glittering, gold
zardozi embroidery on temple fans, Gujarat's home-based women workers rely on elegant pure cotton
foundations. They embellish their fans with vibrant, intricate mirror work, colourful beads, silver handles, and
hand-stitched leather trims from the Kutch region, highlighting distinct artistic variations across neighboring
states.

Q3. Imagine you are visiting a craft fair showcasing tribal pankhas. Based on the text, what unique
features would tell you a fan belongs to a tribal community?

Ans: | would look out for distinct combinations of vivid red backgrounds and stark white ink geometric patterns
painted across the surfaces. Additionally, the integration of raw, locally forged materials like wild grasses,
natural cane, palm leaves, and bamboo sticks embedded alongside fragments of silk or brass would indicate
the authentic, ecosystem-driven heritage characteristic of India’s tribal hand fans.



Q4. In what way did historical trade routes change the status of pankhas from simple local utilities to
luxury items?

Ans: As regional trade networks expanded across ancient India, pankhas began circulating far beyond the
villages where they were made. Their unique regional variations, complex needlework, and precious
embellishments caught the eye of outsiders. They quickly transformed into exotic, highly stylish cultural goods.
Ownership shifted from a basic survival necessity to a proud statement of status, wealth, and sophisticated
taste.

Q5. How does the textual evidence regarding Buddhist wall paintings at Ajanta impact our historical
understanding of the pankha?

Ans: The text notes that representations of the pankhi exist in Buddhist wall paintings at Ajanta dating back to
the 2" century CE. This historical evidence alters our understanding by proving that handheld fans are not
modern innovations or recent colonial imports. Instead, they represent an ancient indigenous craft deeply
rooted in India’s artistic, cultural, and spiritual heritage for over two thousand years.

Q6. Analyze how the structural size variations of ancient pankhas reflected their distinct functional
environments.

Ans: Ancient pankhas varied remarkably in scale, from tiny two-inch decorative fans to massive installations
requiring a person’s full arm strength to operate. This structural diversity directly correlated with their usage
environment. Miniature fans were crafted for intimate domestic rituals or to fan sacred temple deities, whereas
the large, heavy varieties were specifically designed for royal courts to showcase power and comfort.

Q7. Based on the description of Bihar and Odisha’s variants, explain how geographical availability
dictated local fan craftsmanship.

Ans: The text states that Bihar and Odisha are recognized for their sturdy bamboo hand fans and large palm
leaf varieties. This choice of mediums demonstrates that local artisans did not rely on imported luxury textiles.
Instead, they utilized highly accessible, durable and indigenous local flora from their immediate geographical
surroundings, turning everyday natural resources into long-lasting articles of utility and rare heritage art.

Q8. If you were tasked with setting up a museum kiosk showcasing ‘Antiquity and Rarity’ in Indian
fans, which specific elements from the text would you emphasize?

Ans: | would highlight rare, premium historic pieces like the Phadh hand fans of Uttar Pradesh, decorated with
pure gold and silver zari, silk, and satin frills. | would contrast these with antique brass temple fans featuring
long handles from Rajasthan. Emphasizing these precious metallic embroideries and engraved elements
effectively demonstrates the luxury status and structural grandeur associated with ancient craftsmanship.

Q9. How does the transformation of the pankha from a personal possession to a commercial trade
product alter the consumer’s relationship with the object?

Ans: Originally, pankhas were kept perpetually as common household articles of possession or personal use,
carrying deep emotional and familial connections. Their shift into a commercial handicraft alters this dynamic.
Consumers today purchase them not for practical daily cooling, but as conscious patrons of art. The fan
evolves into an aesthetic bridge connecting modern urban buyers directly to the preservation of rural
livelihoods.



Part 3: Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) Long Questions

Q1. The chapter details how the pankha transitioned from a personal asset to a commercial
commodity. Analyze how this shift impacts rural economies, particularly home-based women artisans
and why institutional support is vital for their survival.

Ans: The transformation of pankhas from basic household utilities into commercial crafts has fundamentally
reshaped India's rural economic landscape. Initially created for personal comfort or religious rituals, these fans
now serve as an essential source of independent livelihood for marginalized communities. As highlighted in
Guijarat, industrious home-based women workers rely on this intricate craft to achieve financial independence
and social empowerment within their villages. However, because these craftspeople operate in remote areas,
they face significant hurdles, including raw material scarcity, shifting market demands, and exploitation by
middlemen. This is where structural institutional support becomes critical. Organized government initiatives,
design development workshops, and dedicated handicraft exhibitions are essential to bridge the gap between
rural production and urban retail. By providing fair-trade commercial platforms, institutions preserve a dying art
form while transforming regional heritage into a stable, sustainable economic driver for vulnerable
communities.

Q2. The underlying motif of ‘Winds of Change’ explores how local traditions adapt to global
modernization. Discuss how the preservation of the pankha serves as a broader case study for saving
India’s endangered indigenous crafts in the face of rapid technological disruption.

The central theme of the chapter highlights the struggle of indigenous arts to survive amid rapid modernization.
The story of the pankha mirrors the destiny of countless traditional Indian handicrafts that are losing their
functional value due to technological displacement. When electric fans and air conditioners replaced manual
hand fans, an entire ecosystem of local knowledge, sustainable material usage, and community-specific
artwork was pushed toward extinction. To save these endangered crafts, the pankha serves as an excellent
operational blueprint. Its survival relies on shifting its core value proposition from functional utility to cultural
and aesthetic appreciation. By transforming into high-value decorative art, lifestyle accessories, and celebrated
museum exhibits, traditional crafts find a new purpose in modern markets. This theme emphasizes that
preservation requires proactive consumer awareness, artisan workshops, and commercial platforms to ensure
our cultural heritage thrives as a living livelihood rather than a forgotten historical artifact.

Q3. The "advent of technology" often threatens ancient heritage. Write a speech for a school assembly
advocating for an integrated lifestyle where modern technological comforts coexist with the
preservation of indigenous crafts like the pankha.

Respected Principal, Teachers, and Friends,

Today, we live in rooms cooled instantly by air conditioners, rarely thinking about the energy we consume.
While technology brings comfort, it often distances us from our cultural roots. The chapter "Winds of Change"
reminds us how the traditional pankha, an eco-friendly marvel of regional art, is slowly losing its place in our
lives.

True progress does not mean discarding our heritage. We can easily build an integrated lifestyle where modern
technology and ancient crafts coexist. We do not need to give up our electric fans, but we can actively welcome
indigenous art into our daily spaces. Let us use these beautifully embroidered, mirror-worked, and sola-crafted
fans as expressive art pieces in our living rooms, or present them as meaningful, sustainable gifts. By valuing
the stories and immense hard work behind these items, we save our planet, support rural artisans, and keep
India's vibrant soul alive.

Thank you.




