
Gifts of Grace: Honouring Our Vocations 

Part 1: Solutions to Textbook Questions  

Question: Why does the poet say, 'I hear Bharat celebrating, the varied vocations I hear'? 

Answer: The poet uses this line to highlight the rich diversity and collective spirit of India's working class. By 

using the word "Bharat," the poet grounds the narrative in the nation's cultural roots, where every profession-

from weavers and carpenters to electricians and cooks-coexists harmoniously. The term "celebrating" implies 

that these everyday jobs are not mere labor for survival; instead, they are joyful acts of creation that collectively 

shape the vibrant identity and progress of the country. 

Question: What does the electrician 'humming' while getting ready for work suggest? 

Answer: The electrician's "humming" signifies job satisfaction, optimism, and a deep-seated pride in their daily 

labor. Instead of viewing work as an exhausting chore, the rhythmic humming shows an eager willingness to 

start the day. It highlights a sense of personal joy and purpose, emphasizing that the electrician understands 

the vital importance of their job-working with wires and cables to literally brighten the lives of others in the 

community. 

Question: Explain the significance of the line, 'The voice of their vocation is the voice of their identity.' 

Answer: This line means that a person’s profession is deeply intertwined with who they are, giving them a 

sense of purpose and self-worth. Work is not just an economic activity; it is a primary medium for self-

expression and dignity. The skills, rhythms, and creations unique to each artisan, cook, or builder define their 

individuality, allowing their personal voices and life stories to be heard and respected within the larger social 

fabric. 

Question: Do you think the role of all the people belonging to different vocations is important in our 

daily lives? Support your answer with a reason. 

Answer: Yes, every vocation mentioned is absolutely essential because society relies on an interdependent 

network of labor to function. While carpenters build furniture with mathematical precision, electricians bring 

light, and shoemakers protect the feet of people who walk, run, or dance. Without these varied craftsmen and 

workers, our daily comforts, safety, and infrastructure would collapse, proving that no job is superior to another 

and all deserve equal honor. 

Question: Why is the poet celebrating all the vocations in the poem? Explain by giving examples from 

your context. 

Answer: The poet celebrates these vocations to honor the intrinsic dignity of manual labor and local 

craftsmanship. He showcases examples like boatmen singing at sea, shoemakers creating durable footwear, 

and designers bringing unique rhythms to life. In our own everyday context, this can be compared to local 

street vendors, construction workers, and tailors whose tireless, specialized contributions keep our 

communities running smoothly, reminding us to appreciate the artistry hidden in everyday tasks. 



Question: How does the poet use sensory imagery to bring out the beauty of everyday work? 

Answer: The poet relies heavily on auditory and visual imagery to breathe life into the poem. He evokes rich 

sounds through terms like artisans with "lutes," the electrician "humming," boatmen "singing while at work," 

and the "delicious singing of the cook". Visually, he paints pictures of craftspersons weaving with "colours and 

myriad hues" and boatmen "gathering their nets". These sensory details transform ordinary routines into 

beautiful, artistic, and musical expressions of human life. 

Part 2: Additional Short Answer Questions  

Question: How does the poem redefine the traditional concept of "art" and "artist"? 

Answer: The poem broadens the traditional definition of art by moving it out of elite galleries and into the 

everyday streets. The poet treats ordinary workers-like carpenters working with mathematical precision, cooks 

making meals, and shoemakers crafting footwear-as genuine artists. By highlighting the rhythmic, creative 

nature of their daily labor, the poem demonstrates that any vocation practiced with passion, dedication and skill 

is an authentic form of art. 

Question:  Examine the significance of the phrase "mathematical precision" used for the carpenters. 

What does it reveal about manual labor? 

Answer: The phrase "mathematical precision" challenges the stereotype that manual labor lacks intellectual 

depth or academic rigor. It reveals that carpentry is not just physical strength, but an intricate science requiring 

calculated measurements, focus and expertise. By connecting manual work to mathematics, the poet elevates 

the status of the artisan, proving that blue-collar occupations require complex cognitive skills and deep 

professional mastery. 

Question: How do the professions of the shoemaker and the boatman contribute to the community 

beyond just economic value? 

Answer: Beyond financial gain, these professions provide vital support for human experiences and storytelling. 

The shoemaker crafts durable footwear that literally protects and enables citizens to "walk, dance, run, jump" 

through life. Meanwhile, the boatman brings back "tales of life at sea," preserving cultural lore and connecting 

people with nature. Both callings enrich the functional, cultural, and emotional well-being of society. 

Question:  How does the poem use the metaphor of "weaving" and "colours" to represent the diversity 

of Bharat? 

Answer: The poet highlights craftspersons weaving with "colours and myriad hues" to serve as a visual 

metaphor for India's diverse social fabric. Just as a beautiful tapestry requires different colored threads 

interlaced together, a nation thrives on the co-existence of varied cultures, traditions, and vocations. This 

imagery demonstrates that true societal beauty does not come from uniformity, but from blending unique, 

diverse individual identities into a unified whole. 

Question:  Why does the poet specifically mention the "feet that walk, dance, run, jump" when 

discussing the shoemaker's work? 

Answer: By listing dynamic human actions like walking, dancing, running, and jumping, the poet connects the 

shoemaker's manual labor directly to human freedom, vitality, and progress. The shoemaker does not just 

build an object; they craft the literal foundation that protects and empowers people to experience life's 



journeys. This choice of words highlights how an ordinary trade silently supports and elevates the grandest 

milestones of human activity. 

Part 3: Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) Long Questions  

Question: In modern society, certain professions are often given higher social status than others. How 

does the poem "Gifts of Grace: Honouring Our Vocations" act as a critique of this social hierarchy? 

Discuss with reference to the poem's core message. 

Answer: The poem "Gifts of Grace: Honouring Our Vocations" serves as a powerful, necessary critique of 

societal bias toward conventional academic or corporate professions by advocating for the universal "Dignity of 

Labor". In a world that frequently measures professional worth by corporate designations, wealth, or white-

collar status, the poem intentionally redirects our respect toward grassroots workers like weavers, masons, 

electricians, carpenters, and cooks. The poet consciously uses joyful, spirited language-words like 

"celebrating," "singing," and "humming"-to prove that these essential workers find profound fulfillment, pride, 

and self-worth within their chosen fields. They are not depicted as weary or oppressed by their labor, but as 

active creators celebrating what belongs to them and to none else. By asserting that "the voice of their 

vocation is the voice of their identity," the narrative warns against marginalizing or looking down upon manual 

workers. It demands that we value human beings based on their dedication, expertise, and societal utility 

rather than unfair social ladders, reminding us that a nation truly prospers only when every single profession is 

granted equal honor, respect, and economic dignity. 

Question: Analyze the significance of the title "Gifts of Grace" alongside the closing line "I hear Bharat 

celebrating, the varied voices I hear!". How do they combine to project an idealized vision of a unified 

nation? 

Answer: The title "Gifts of Grace" frames every individual's unique skill, trade, or craft as a divine blessing 

meant to benefit the wider community, suggesting that no vocation is minor or insignificant. Each job-whether it 

is an artisan playing a lute, a boatman casting nets, or a designer bringing patterns to life-is treated as a 

graceful gift that keeps the machinery of society moving forward. When the poem builds up to its grand final 

line, "I hear Bharat celebrating, the varied voices I hear!", it effortlessly weaves these individual talents straight 

into the grand tapestry of a collective national identity. The poet chooses the traditional, culturally rich name 

"Bharat" to paint an inclusive, democratic vision of a nation built on the sweat and artistry of its working-class 

people. Instead of showcasing a fractured country divided by wealth or social standing, the poet blends these 

"varied voices" into a harmonious, national chorus. The title and the closing lines work together to show that 

true patriotism and national unity are not about forced uniformity. Instead, genuine unity is achieved when a 

country acknowledges, respects, and celebrates the diverse contributions of its citizens, transforming everyday 

labor into a shared, beautiful anthem of national progress. 


