SOCIAL SCIENCE : HISTORY
CHAPTER 6: The Age of Reorganisation.
​Section A: Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)
​Q1. The Shaka Samvat calendar, adopted as the official Indian National Calendar, is behind the Gregorian calendar by how many years?
a) 78 years        b) 69 years            c) 110 years               d) 185 years  

​Q2. Which Satavahana structure located near Pune was historically utilized for toll and tax collection from merchants?
a) Karla Caves                      b) Udayagiri Caves
c) Naneghat Caves            d) Pitalkhora Caves  

​Q3. The famous ancient water diversion dam, Kallanai (Grand Anicut), built by King Karikala, is situated on which river?
a) Krishna River.                      b) Godavari River
c) Kaveri River                           d) Narmada River  

​Q4. Consider the following statements regarding the Kushana Empire:  
(1)Emperor Kanishka issued coins featuring depictions of both Buddha and Lord Shiva.  
​(2) The Gandhara School of Art primarily used red sandstone to sculpt realistic deities.  
​(3) The Kushanas held strategic control over major segments of the Silk Route connecting Asia and the West.  
​Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only           b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only            d) 1, 2, and 3  

​
​Q5.Assertion (A): Satavahana coinage frequently depicted two-masted seafaring ships.  
​Reason (R): Maritime trade and ocean navigation played a vital role in the economic prosperity of the Satavahana kingdom.  

​Q6.​Assertion (A): King Kharavela of the Chedi dynasty is referred to as a bhikshu-raja (monk-king).  
​Reason (R): Kharavela persecuted other religious sects to strictly impose Jainism throughout Kalinga. 
 
​Q7. An archaeologist unearths a stone sculpture displaying realistic anatomical proportions, intricate robes, and carved from grey-black schist stone in northwestern Pakistan. Based on your knowledge of ancient Indian art styles, which school of art does this object belong to?
a) Mathura School of Art        b) Gandhara School of Art
c) Amravati School of Art       d) Gupta School of Art  
​Q8. A historian finds ancient coin samples minted by foreign conquerors in North India that carry images of Indian deities like Vasudeva-Krishna and Lakshmi alongside Greek script. What primary conclusion can be drawn about this era?
a) Foreign invaders completely erased local Indian religious practices.
b) Foreign rulers engaged in cultural assimilation and respected local traditions to gain acceptance.
c) Indian rulers forced foreign invaders to abandon their own languages.
d) Trade between India and Europe was entirely suspended during this era.  

​Section B: Subjective Questions
​1.​Mention two significant features of the Hathigumpha inscription found in the Udayagiri caves.  
2.​What was the political significance of performing the Ashvamedha Yajna for ancient rulers like Pushyamitra Shunga?  3
3.​Briefly outline the main theme and moral message of the Tamil epic Silappadikaram.  
​4.Contrast the key architectural and aesthetic differences between the Gandhara and Mathura schools of art.
5. How did the Sangam literature contribute to our understanding of the social and economic conditions of Southern India?  
6. Satavahana kings frequently used metronymics (names derived from their mothers, e.g., Gautamiputra Satakarni) and their royal women made independent land grants to religious orders. What does this evidence suggest about the socio-political standing of royal women in Satavahana society?  
7. Examine the Brahmi numerals found in the Naneghat cave inscriptions. How do these ancient symbols support the statement that modern global numerical systems have their foundational roots in India?
 8. The Grand Anicut (Kallanai) built by Chola King Karikala in the Kaveri delta over 1,800 years ago is still functional today for agricultural irrigation.  Analyze the geographical and economic factors that made this engineering feat successful.
​What lessons can modern civil planners draw from ancient Indian water conservation techniques when addressing climate resilience today?












​Answer Key (MCQs)
​Q1: b) 78 years  
​Q2: c) Naneghat Caves  
​Q3: c) Kaveri River  
​Q4: c) 1 and 3 only (Statement 2 is incorrect because Mathura school used red sandstone, whereas Gandhara used grey-black schist).  
​Q5: (A)  
​Q6: (C) (Reason is false; Kharavela was tolerant of all sects).  
​Q7: b) Gandhara School of Art  
​Q8: b) Foreign rulers engaged in cultural assimilation and respected local traditions to gain acceptance.
