THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 
· Basics & Key Facts
Definition: A nation's fundamental rulebook defining the structure, roles, and limits of government, as well as citizen rights/duties.
Key Dates: Formation of Constituent Assembly: 9 December, 1946
Adopted: 26 November 1949
Came into effect: 26 January 1950 (celebrated as Republic Day).
Structure: World's longest written constitution; currently has 25 Parts and 12 Schedules (originally 22 Parts and 8 Schedules in 1950).
Art & Calligraphy: Handwritten by Prem Behari Narain Raizada and decorated with historical illustrations by Nandalal Bose and team.
· Making of the Constitution
Constituent Assembly: Formed in 1946; had 389 members initially, reduced to 299 after Partition (including 15 women).
Key Figures: 
· Dr. Rajendra Prasad: President/Chairman of the Constituent Assembly.
· ​Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Chairman of the Drafting Committee.
· ​Dr. Sachidananda Sinha: Temporary President at the start of the assembly process.
· Key Influences & Sources
Freedom Struggle: Principles of equality, universal voting rights, individual freedom, and justice.
Civilisational Heritage: Concepts like Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ("the world is one family"), Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah, duty-centric governance, and respect for nature/knowledge.
Global Inspirations: 
· ​France: Ideals of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.
· ​USA: Concept of an Independent Judiciary.
· ​Ireland: Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP).
· Three Core Pillars
1. Fundamental Rights (e.g., Articles 14, 21, 21-A): 
Legally enforceable in court if violated.
2. Fundamental Duties (Part IV-A): 
Directs citizens to respect the national flag/anthem, protect nature, cherish heritage, and promote harmony. (Remaining duties should be written by students)
3. Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP - Part IV): 
Guidelines/goals for the government to create a welfare state (e.g., public health, environment, uniform civil code).
Non-justiciable (cannot be enforced by a court).
· A Living Document
Flexibility: In 1976,  42nd Amendment Added Fundamental Duties (Part IV-A); 'Socialist' & 'Secular' in Preamble
Can be updated through formal legal debates and amendments (e.g., 73rd Amendment in 1992 introduced the Panchayati Raj).
Evolving Interpretation: Courts continually interpret rights for changing times (e.g., 2004 Supreme Court ruling allowing citizens to fly the national flag as free speech).

