                  Infinitives
An infinitive verb is a verb form that is preceded by ‘to’.
It is also used to refer to the base verb that doesn't function as the verb in the sentence. 
In English, an infinitive can stand alone, as in 'swim' in 'She can swim' (known as the bare infinitive).
Classification of Infinitives
Infinitive verbs are categorized into two types based on how they appear in a sentence. These two types of infinitives are:
· Bare infinitives
· Full infinitives
Bare infinitives are verbs used in their base form without functioning as a verb. They usually follow verbs such as 'see', 'watch', 'hear', 'feel', and also after modal verbs like 'need', 'can', 'should', 'must', 'may', 'might', 'would', 'could', and 'will'. On the other hand, full infinitives (also known as to-infinitives) are verbs preceded by 'to' and do not function as a verb. Both bare infinitives and full infinitives can be used in the same sentence.
Consider the following sentence as an example:
· I desire to watch you cook.
In this sentence, there are three action words – 'desire', 'watch', and 'cook'. Among these, 'desire' is the main verb, 'to watch' is the full infinitive, and 'cook' is the bare infinitive.
· Verbs That Always Require the Bare Infinitive
Some verbs, such as ‘make’, ‘do’, and ‘let’, always require the bare infinitive form of the verb. Here are some examples:
· Let me see if I can help you.
· John does not eat broccoli and spinach.
· The coach made the players run five laps around the field.

Infinitive Verbs as Nouns- When infinitive verbs are used as nouns, they answer the question ‘what’.
· To err is human; to forgive is divine.
More examples-
· To arrive after sunset seemed pointless, but it was still worth the lengthy journey.
In this sentence, ‘to arrive’ is the infinitive that takes the place of the subject.
· All we wanted was to relax.
In this sentence, ‘to relax’ is the infinitive that works as the object of the verb ‘was’.
Infinitive Verbs as Adjectives-
Adjectives are words that modify nouns. When infinitive verbs modify or provide extra information about the noun in a sentence, they are said to be acting as adjectives.
· We are waiting for someone to assist us.
In this sentence, ‘to assist’ is the infinitive that provides more information about the pronoun ‘someone’.
Infinitive Verbs as Adverbs-
Adverbs provide additional information about the verb, adverb, or adjective in a sentence. When an infinitive verb takes the place of an adverb, it explains why a particular action is being performed. 
· I would like to eat some chocolates.
In this example, ‘to eat’ is the infinitive verb that explains what the subject ‘I’ likes to do.

Exercise 1
Identify the infinitive in each sentence and state whether it is a Full Infinitive or a Bare Infinitive.
1. The committee decided to postpone the meeting until next week. 
2. The teacher heard the students argue about the answer. 
3. You need to consider all the possibilities before deciding. 
4. The sudden noise made everyone turn towards the door. 
5. Let the children choose their own books .
6. My parents encouraged me to participate in the inter-school competition. 
7. The scientist hopes to discover a new method of treatment. 
8. We watched the goalkeeper save the final penalty. 
9. She refused to reveal the secret to anyone. 
10. You should check the details before submitting the form.
11. The principal allowed the students to use the auditorium.
12. I noticed the old man cross the busy road carefully.
13. They arranged to meet at the railway station.
14. The manager made the employees work late to finish the project.
15. He was determined to overcome every difficulty in his way.

Answer key
1. To postpone — Full infinitive
2. Argue — Bare infinitive
3. To consider — Full infinitive
4. Turn — Bare infinitive
5. Choose — Bare infinitive
6. To participate — Full infinitive
7. To discover — Full infinitive
8. Save — Bare infinitive
9. To reveal — Full infinitive
10. Check — Bare infinitive
11. To use — Full infinitive
12. Cross — Bare infinitive
13. To meet — Full infinitive
14. Work — Bare infinitive
15. To overcome — Full infinitive







