The Antarctic Treaty was signed in Washington, D.C., on December 1, 1959, by 12 nations active in and around Antarctica during the International Geophysical Year. It officially entered into force on June 23, 1961.
Main Provisions
Peaceful Purposes Only: Military bases, weapons testing, and military manoeuvres are strictly banned.
Nuclear-Free Zone: Nuclear explosions and the disposal of radioactive waste are prohibited.
Freezing of Territorial Claims: Existing claims are set aside, and no new claims can be made while the treaty is active.
Freedom of Science: Scientific cooperation and the free exchange of data are guaranteed.

Original Signatories (12 Nations)
Argentina
Australia
Belgium
Chile
France
Japan
New Zealand
Norway
South Africa
Soviet Union (USSR)
United Kingdom (Britain)
United States 
Current Status
The treaty now has 58 member parties.
It is divided into Consultative (voting) and Non-Consultative (non-voting) members based on active scientific research.
The broader Antarctic Treaty System includes added protections like the 1991 Madrid Protocol, which bans commercial mining.


The Montreal Protocol is a landmark global treaty agreed on September 16, 1987. It protects the Earth's ozone layer by phasing out the production and use of harmful chemicals like chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). It is the first United Nations treaty to achieve universal ratification by all nations. 
Signed: September 16, 1987
Effective Date: January 1, 1989
Goal: Stop making and using ozone-destroying items like spray cans, fridges, and old AC units.
Success: It has cut over 98 percent of those bad chemicals. The ozone layer is now healing.
The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty, also known as the Madrid Protocol, was signed on October 4, 1991, and entered into force in 1998. It designates Antarctica as a natural reserve devoted to peace and science, and strictly bans commercial mining and mineral resource activities. 
Main Principles
Comprehensive Protection: Commits nations to protecting the Antarctic environment and its dependent ecosystems.
Mining Ban: Prohibits all mineral resource activities except for scientific research. This ban does not expire in 2048, though a review conference can be called then by consultative parties under strict modification rules.
Advisory Body: Created the Committee for Environmental Protection to provide expert advice on environmental management. 
The Annexes
The protocol operates through specific technical annexes detailing rules for human presence: 
Annex I: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for all activities.
Annex II: Conservation of Antarctic flora and fauna.
Annex III: Waste disposal and waste management.
Annex IV: Prevention of marine pollution.
Annex V: Area protection and management (establishing protected zones).
Annex VI: Liability arising from environmental emergencies (adopted later).


