Elephant Ride in the River
Read the passage carefully. [10]
Coorg, also known as Kodagu, is a beautiful hill district in Karnataka. It is famous for its green forests, coffee plantations, rivers and pleasant weather. Visitors come to Coorg to enjoy its natural beauty and take part in exciting activities. One of the most memorable experiences is spending time with elephants near the river.
At elephant camps, trained elephants are cared for by skilled mahouts. Visitors can watch the elephants being bathed and fed. In some places, people can enjoy a supervised elephant ride through shallow parts of the river. The gentle movement of the elephant through the cool water makes the experience enjoyable and unforgettable.
Elephants are intelligent and social animals. They need proper food, clean water and a safe environment. The people who care for them make sure that they are healthy and comfortable. Tourists are also expected to follow safety instructions and treat the animals kindly. Such visits can help people learn about wildlife and understand the importance of protecting animals and their natural surroundings.
On the basis of your understanding, answer the following questions:
1.Mention the state in which Coorg is located.
2.Name the famous plantation for which Coorg is well known.
3.What can visitors watch the elephants doing at the elephant camps?
4.What makes the elephant ride through the river an unforgettable experience?
5.Choose the word that has the same meaning as “pleasant and attractive”:
a. Dangerous
b.Beautiful
c Difficult
d. Noisy
6.Consider the following three statements based on the passage:
Statement i: Coorg is also known as Kodagu.
Statement ii: Elephants at the camps are cared for by skilled mahouts.
Statement iii: Visitors are encouraged to ignore safety instructions.
Choose which of the statement(s) given above is/are CORRECT:
a. Only Statement i.
b. Only Statement iii.
c. Both Statement i and Statement ii.
d. Both Statement ii and Statement iii.
7.According to the passage, where can visitors enjoy a supervised elephant ride?
a. Through a shallow part of the river
b. Through a busy city road
c. Inside a school building
d.  Across a desert
8. Identify the two adjectives describing the movement and water in the sentence below:
“The gentle movement of the elephant through the cool water makes the experience enjoyable.”
gentle, cool
movement, water
elephant, experience
through, enjoyable
9.Select the activity that visitors can enjoy at an elephant camp:
a. Watching elephants being bathed
b. Hunting elephants
c.Feeding wild animals without permission
d. Disturbing the animals
10. Choose the main message of the passage:
a. Animals should be used only for entertainment.
b. Tourists should learn about wildlife and treat animals kindly.
c. Elephants do not need proper care.
d. Forests are not important for animals.
Case Study – 2
Sri Aurobindo Ashram – Puducherry
Read the passage carefully. [10]
Puducherry, a beautiful coastal town in southern India, is known for its peaceful atmosphere, colourful streets and rich cultural heritage. One of its most well-known places is the Sri Aurobindo Ashram. It was founded by Sri Aurobindo, a great philosopher, poet and spiritual teacher. The Ashram later grew under the guidance of Mirra Alfassa, who is lovingly known as The Mother.
The Sri Aurobindo Ashram is a peaceful place where people come to meditate, read and spend quiet time. At the centre of the Ashram is a courtyard with a tree and a flower-covered structure known as the Samadhi. The Samadhi is the resting place of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother. Visitors maintain silence and behave respectfully in this peaceful surroundings.
The Ashram also encourages people to develop inner peace, discipline and a spirit of service. Its teachings focus on the development of the whole person—body, mind and spirit. The calm environment of the Ashram attracts visitors from different parts of India and the world.
On the basis of your understanding, answer the following questions:
1.Mention the coastal town where the Sri Aurobindo Ashram is located.
2. Who founded the Sri Aurobindo Ashram?
3. What is Mirra Alfassa lovingly known as?
4.  Name the place in the Ashram where visitors can meditate and spend quiet time.
5. Choose the word that has the same meaning as “peaceful and free from disturbance”:
a. Noisy
b. Calm
c. Crowded
d. Excited
6. Consider the following three statements based on the passage:
Statement i: Sri Aurobindo was a philosopher, poet and spiritual teacher.
Statement ii: Mirra Alfassa is known as The Mother.
Statement iii: Visitors are encouraged to make noise inside the Ashram.
Choose which of the statement(s) given above is/are CORRECT:
a. Only Statement i.
b. Only Statement iii.
c. Both Statement I and Statement ii.
d. Both Statement ii and Statement iii.
7. According to the passage, what does the Ashram encourage people to develop?
a. Inner peace, discipline and a spirit of service
b. Anger and competition
c. Fear and loneliness
d. Noise and excitement
8.Identify the two adjectives in the sentence below:
. “Puducherry is a beautiful coastal town with a peaceful atmosphere.”
a. Beautiful, coastal
b. Puducherry, town
c. Peaceful, atmosphere
d. Is, with
9.Select the name of the resting place of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother:
a. Samadhi
b. Library
c. Garden Hall
d. Museum
10. Choose the main reason why people visit the Sri Aurobindo Ashram:
a. To experience peace, meditation and spiritual learning
b. To take part in noisy celebrations
c. To play outdoor games
d.To buy expensive ornaments

