COMPLEX SENTENCES
1. What is a Complex Sentence?
A complex sentence contains one independent clause and at least one dependent (subordinate) clause. The independent clause expresses a complete thought and can stand alone. The dependent clause does not express a complete thought by itself and depends on the main clause for its meaning.
2. Basic Structure
	Part
	Meaning
	Example

	Independent Clause
	A complete thought; can stand alone.
	The children played.

	Dependent Clause
	An incomplete thought; cannot stand alone.
	because it was sunny

	Complex Sentence
	Independent + dependent clause.
	The children played because it was sunny.


3. Clause Structure:
Independent Clause + subordinating conjunction + Dependent Clause
Example 1: I stayed at home because it was raining.
Subordinating Conjunction+ Dependent Clause + comma + Independent Clause
Example 2: Because it was raining, I stayed at home.
4. Independent and Dependent Clauses
· Independent clause: The train arrived on time.
· Dependent clause: Although the weather was bad
· Complex Sentence: Although the weather was bad, the train arrived on time.
5. Subordinating Conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions connect a dependent clause to an independent clause. Important examples include:
	Relationship
	Common subordinating conjunctions

	Time
	when, while, before, after, until, whenever

	Reason/Cause
	because, since, as

	Condition
	if, unless, provided that

	Contrast
	although, though, even though, whereas

	Purpose
	so that, in order that

	Place
	where, wherever

	Manner
	as, as if, as though


6. Punctuation Rules
When the dependent clause comes first, usually place a comma after it.
e.g. Although it was late, we continued studying.
7. Examples
Because the road was flooded, the bus arrived late.
Dependent: Because the road was flooded | Independent: the bus arrived late
I will call you when I reach home.
Independent: I will call you | Dependent: when I reach home
The student who answered first received a prize.
Independent: The student received a prize | Dependent adjective clause: who answered first
We believe that the plan will succeed.
Independent: We believe | Dependent noun clause: that the plan will succeed
Unless you hurry, you will miss the train.
Dependent: Unless you hurry | Independent: you will miss the train

Exercise 1:

1. Identify the independent clause and the dependent clause:
Although the sky was cloudy, the children went outside.
2. Identify the dependent clause: 
I will wait here until you return.
3. Identify the subordinating conjunction: 
We stayed indoors because it was raining.
4. State whether the sentence is simple, compound, or complex: 
The dog barked when the stranger approached.
5. Join the two clauses to form a complex sentence using 'because':
 Maya was absent. She was unwell.
6. Join the two clauses using 'although': 
The task was difficult. The students completed it.
7. Complete the sentence with a suitable subordinating conjunction: 
______ you practise regularly, you will improve your speaking skills.
8. Complete the sentence: 
I will not tell you the result ______ the teacher announces it.
9. Rewrite by placing the dependent clause first: 
We continued the match although it was raining.
10. Rewrite by placing the dependent clause at the end: 
Because the road was blocked, we took another route.
11. Underline the dependent clause: 
The book that you gave me is very interesting.
12. Underline the independent clause:
If you finish your work, you may leave early.
13. Combine the sentences using 'if' and make it a complex sentence: 
You follow the instructions. You will complete the activity correctly.
14. Combine the sentences using 'before' and make it a complex sentence:
Finish your homework. You watch television.
15. Combine the sentences using 'since' and make it a complex sentence: 
Rohan stayed at home. He had a fever.
16. Choose the correct conjunction to construct a complex sentence:
______ she was tired, she completed the project. (Although / Unless)
17. Choose the correct conjunction:
You cannot enter ______ you have a valid pass. (unless / because)
18. Correct the punctuation: 
When the teacher entered the class the students became quiet.
19. Correct the punctuation:
Although it was late we continued our discussion.
20. Write one complex sentence containing an adjective clause beginning with 'who'.
Answer Key

1. Independent: the children went outside / Dependent: Although the sky was cloudy
2. until you return
3. because
4. Complex sentence
5. Maya was absent because she was unwell.
6. Although the task was difficult, the students completed it.
7. If
8. until / till
9. Although it was raining, we continued the match.
10. We took another route because the road was blocked.
11. that you gave me
12. you may leave early
13. If you follow the instructions, you will complete the activity correctly.
14. Finish your homework before you watch television.
15. Rohan stayed at home since he had a fever.
16. Although
17. unless
18. When the teacher entered the class, the students became quiet.
19. Although it was late, we continued our discussion.
20. The teacher who teaches us English is very kind.
