SATISH CHANDRA MEMORIAL SCHOOL
HALF YEARLY/MID TERM EXAMINATION (2026-27)
CLASS: VI
ENGLISH
Time Allowed: 3 hours 				                  	   Maximum Marks: 80
General instructions:
· The question paper is divided into three sections: Section A (Reading), Section B (Grammar and Writing), Section C (Literature)
· Read all the instructions carefully
· All questions are compulsory
· Do not exceed the word limit

SECTION-A (READING-20 MARKS)

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                       (1x10=10)
(1) We are what we eat. The type of food we eat has both immediate and long term effect on us, at all the three levels the body, the mind and the spirit. Food which is tamasik (i.e. stale or leftover) in nature is bound to generate stress as it tends to upset the normal functioning of the human body.  Fresheners should be avoided. Taking piping hot tea/milk or steaming hot food, whenever available, must be preferred. Excessive use of condiments also disturbs  one's usually calm attitude. Further, it is a mistaken belief that smoking or drinking, even in moderation, relieves stress. Simple meals with one or two food items, rather than too many lavish dishes, are advisable. Thus, vegetarian diet is preferable. Although it is customary to serve fruits with food, it is not the right thing to do. This is because different kinds of digestive secretions are produced by the stomach for variant foods. Mixing up too many varieties of food items at one meal creates problems for the digestive system. In fact, any one type of fruit, preferably taken in the morning is better.
(2) On an average, we eat almost three to four times the quantity of food than we actually need. A lot of body's energy is used up for digesting the excess food. It is said that after a particular level of food intake, the ‘food actually eats one up’. It is always good to eat a little less than your 'full-stomach’ capacity. Besides, never eat food unless you are really hungry. Having dinner at 8 or 9 pm after a heavy snack at 5 or 6 pm in the evening is asking for trouble. In fact skipping an odd meal is always good if the stomach is upset. There are varying views on the benefits of fasting. Giving a break to one's stomach, at least once a week, by having only fruit or milk, etc. may be worth trying.

(3) While a little bit of water taken with meals is all right, drinking 30 to 60 ml much water with food is not advisable. Water, taken an hour or so before or after meals, is good for digestion.
One's diet must be balanced with all the required nutrients for a healthy living. Also remember, excess of everything is bad. Related to the problem of stress, excessive intake of salt is definitely out. Too much of sugar, fried food and chillies are not good either. Overindulgence and excessive craving for a particular taste /type of food generates rajasik (aggressive) or at worst, tamasik (dull) tendencies.
(4) An even more important aspect of the relationship between food and stress lies not so much in what or how much we eat but how the food is taken. For example, food eaten in great hurry or in a state of anger or any other negative state of mind is bound to induce stress. How the food is served is also very important.
Not only the presentation, cutlery, crockery, etc. play a role, the love and affection with which the food a served is also significant. Finding faults with food while it is being eaten is the worst habit. It is better not to eat the food you do not like, rather than finding fault with it.
(5) It is good to have regular food habits. Workaholics who do not find time to eat food at proper meal times invite stomach ulcers. One must try to enjoy one's food, and therefore, eating at the so-called lunch/dinner meetings is highly inadvisable. Every morsel of food should be enjoyed with a totally peaceful state of mind. Food and discussions should not be mixed.
 On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following  questions : 
I. If a person consumes a heavy snack at 6 PM, followed by a multi-course dinner at 8:30 PM, how does the body react according to the passage's principles?
a) It maximizes nutrient absorption by utilizing different digestive juices.
b) It conserves energy by quickly processing excess food.
c) It expends a significant portion of its body energy simply to digest the surplus food.
d) It transitions into a calm state by stabilizing digestive secretions.
II. The most beneficial way to drink water is
a) To drink lots of it while having our meal
b) To avoid drinking water before eating
c) To drink water an hour or so before or after the meal
d) To keep water consumption to a minimum at all times
III. Which of these words do not mean the same as "finding faults"?
                    a)   Critiquing
b)   Evaluating
c)   Reviewing
                    d)  Emancipating

IV. Which of these statements is false
a) Taking piping hot tea/milk or steaming hot food, whenever available, must be preferred.
b) It’s imperative to have lengthy discussions while eating food.
c) Food eaten in great hurry or in a state of anger or any other negative state of        mind is bound to induce stress
d) It is better not to eat the food you do not like, rather than finding fault with it.
V. Which particular types of food should be monitored in order to avoid overindulgence
a) Fruits, vegetables and milk
b) Salt, sugar and chillies
c) Water, milk and tea
d) Fruits, sugar and milk
VI. Find a word from Paragraph 3 that acts as an antonym for 'Moderation' or 'Restraint'.
VII. Complete the following analogy:
                     Rajasik food : Aggressive tendencies :: Tamasik food : ____________
VIII. Assertion & Reasoning
                     Assertion (A): It is advisable to eat a single type of fruit in the morning rather than serving fruits alongside a main meal.
                     Reason (R): The stomach secretes different types of digestive juices for different varieties of food, and mixing them creates digestive complications.
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is NOT the correct explanation of A. 
c) Ais true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
IX. Identify the habit mentioned in paragraph 4 that the author considers the worst while consuming meals.
X. State the recommended time gap for drinking water relative to meals to ensure optimal digestion.

2. Read the following case-based passage carefully:                                                        (1x10=10)
Handicrafts on Cloth
There are various types of handicraft techniques that are used on cloth like weaving and printing. The artists use wooden blocks or printed cloths to make patterns on other materials. The technique of tie and dye gives beautiful designs on fabrics and there are different techniques in India. One of the most important art is of Bandhani or Bandhej that is referred to as the technique of "Tie and Dye' in English. There is evidence of the use of this ancient technique even presently in Rajasthan and Gujarat. It is popular in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu also. It is also called resist dyeing process where the portions tied do not take on the colour in which the fabric is dipped. Making a series of knots, it is dipped in the colour and the artists design the fabric.
A special kind of tie and dye that leads to ripples or wave like patterns in the fabric is called Laharia. This is usually made in Jaipur and Jodhpur.  Another kind of tie and dye is called ‘Ikat', which is also called the 'resist dyeing’ method. In this method the resist dying on yarn is repeatedly applied before the cloth is woven. The major centres for this work are Telangana, Odisha, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh
Other processes from the ancient period that are still being used are Kalamkari, which utilise the art of hand painting on fabrics using vegetable dyes of the deep colours. It is commonly practiced in Andhra Pradesh. Another beautiful technique of fabric decoration is called Batik Art, in which one end of the fabric is permeated with molten wax and then dyed in cold to produced batik saris and dupattas that are multi coloured. Batik art is famous in Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal,

Annual Survey Report on Handicraft Production & Market Demand (2023-24)

	[bookmark: _Hlk237885624]Handicraft Technique
	Annual Production Volume (in Meters)
	Primary Market Appeal

	Bandhani / Bandhej
	1,20,000
	Vibrant festive wear featuring traditional resist-dyed dot patterns

	Laharia
	45,000
	Lightweight seasonal wear with dynamic, wave-like movement designs

	Ikat
	95,000
	Premium woven textiles praised for precision yarn-dyed patterns

	Kalamkari
	60,000
	Eco-friendly heritage fashion decorated with hand-painted organic motifs

	Batik Art
	50,000
	Modern multicolored ethnic wear with unique crackled wax patterns



[bookmark: _Hlk237885630]Some techniques for fabric patterns came to India from abroad via trade routes, for example, the Tanchoi weaving is said to be derived from Chinese inspiration. This might have come to Surat in Gujarat via the trading communities. This weave resembles a fine miniature painting. Another ancient art is of Jamdani (West Bengal) that weaves muslin with opaque patterns on a transparent background in different styles. Thus we get to know that India has a plethora of regional handicrafts based on different varieties of fabric.

[bookmark: _Hlk237885637]On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the questions  that follow:                             
I. Laharia is a special tie-and-dye technique that produces which type of pattern on fabric?
a) Opaque geometric shapes
b) Fine miniature paintings
c) Ripple or wave-like patterns
d) Block-printed vegetable designs
II. Mention the name of state that is famous for practicing the ancient art of Kalamkari using vegetable dyes?
a) Andhra Pradesh
b) Madhya Pradesh
c) West Bengal
d) Gujarat
[bookmark: _Hlk237885644]III. An artisan collective in Rajasthan wants to increase its export production by focusing on a technique that produces wave-like patterns on lightweight fabric.
Combining the passage context with Table , which craft technique is suitable, and how many meters of this fabric are produced annually?
a) Ikat – 95,000 meters
b) Laharia – 45,000 meters
c) Batik Art – 50,000 meters
d) Bandhani – 1,20,000 meters
IV. Which technique involves creating patterns on fabric using heavy metallic thread embroidery Not Mentioned in the Passage?
a) Bandhani
b) Zardozi
c) Kalamkari
d) Batik
V. Complete the following analogy :
                    Jaipur & Jodhpur : Laharia :: Telangana & Odisha : ______
VI. Assertion-Reasoning
                    Assertion (A): Kalamkari is an ancient process that uses vegetable dyes to create designs on fabric.
                    Reason (R): The technique relies on permeating one end of the fabric with molten wax before dipping it into cold dyes.
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
VII. Find out word that is closest in meaning to the word “abundance” as used in the last para of the passage.
VIII. From which foreign country did the inspiration for Tanchoi weaving originate, and which Indian city did it reach via trading communities?
IX. Identify the traditional fabric art famous in Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal that utilizes molten wax during dyeing.
X. How does the Jamdani weaving style create its unique visual effect?


SECTION B (GRAMMAR & WRITING-20 MARKS)

3. Attempt any 10 questions out of 12:                                                                                   (1x10=10)
I. Identify the type of phrase in the following sentence:
                 The children waited at the bus stop.
II. Select the sentence that includes an adjective clause:
a) I know what you want.
b) The book that you lent me is fascinating.
c) She left before sunset.
d) He spoke with great confidence.
III. Mention the type of phrase in the following sentence:
                 The remarkably talented young scientist presented her findings at the  conference.
IV. Choose the sentence that contains an adverb clause:
a) The boy in the corner is my cousin.
b) She completed the work with great care.
c) We will leave when the rain stops.
A. His decision to resign surprised everyone.
V. Change the following sentence into passive voice:
                  The committee will announce the results tomorrow.
VI. Fill in the blank with the correct form of the tense:
                  By the time we reached the station, the train ________ (leave).
VII. Choose the sentence that is grammatically correct:
a) I am knowing the answer.
b) She has completed her work before lunch yesterday.
c) They had already left when we arrived.
d) He will went to Delhi next week.
VIII. Identify the structural type of the following sentence:
                  Although he was tired, he continued working.
IX. Assertion (A): The sentence “What a remarkable achievement!” is an exclamatory sentence.
Reason (R): Exclamatory sentences express strong feelings such as surprise, joy, sorrow, or admiration.
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
X. Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb:
                 When I reached the classroom, the teacher _______ (explain) the new topic.
XI. Identify the structural and functional type of the following sentence:
                Could you please lend me your dictionary?
a) Simple–Interrogative
b) Compound–Imperative
c) Complex–Interrogative
d) Simple–Assertive
XII. Change the following sentence into active voice:
                 Is tennis played by him?
4. Answer any ONE of the following:                                                                                            (1x5=5)
A. You are Aarav/Aarushi, a resident of Lake View Colony, Durgapur. The streetlights in your locality have not been working for the past two weeks, making it difficult and unsafe for residents to move around after sunset. Write a letter to the Municipal Commissioner complaining about the problem and requesting immediate action. (Word limit: 100–120 words.)
OR,
B. You are Rohan/Riya, a student of Class VI. Write a letter to your cousin Rahul, describing a school event or competition in which you recently participated. Mention what the event was about, how you prepared for it, and what you learnt from the experience.  (Word limit: 100–120 words.)

5. Answer any ONE of the following:                                                                                            (1x5=5)
A. You are the Secretary of the Eco Club of your school. The Eco Club is organising a Poster-Making Competition on “Save Water, Save Life” for students of Classes VI–VIII. Draft a notice informing students about the competition. Include the date, time, venue, topic, and last date for registration. 
(Word limit: 50 words)
OR,
B. You are Ananya/Aryan. While your father is away, his friend Mr. Das calls to inform him that the doctor’s appointment scheduled for tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. has been changed to 11:30 a.m. He also asks your father to bring the previous medical reports. Write a message for your father conveying the information. (Word limit: 50 words)

SECTION -C (LITERATURE-40 MARKS)

6. Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow (ANY ONE):                    (5x1=5)
A) “Next, let us take methi, which is called fenugreek in English. You will be surprised to know that it helps me in keeping my sugar level and my body weight in control. I need to soak the methi seeds overnight and drink the water in the morning.”
I. State any one health benefit of methi (fenugreek) mentioned in the extract.
II. Complete the analogy
            Methi : fenugreek :: Haldi : ?
             (a) ginger (b) cinnamon (c) turmeric (d) cardamom
III. Give the meaning of the word "soak" as used in the context of the extract.
IV. Assertion (A): The speaker soaks methi seeds overnight and drinks the water in the morning.
             Reason (R): Methi helps in controlling sugar levels and body weight.
             Choose the correct option:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is NOT the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
V. State any one reason for agreeing or disagreeing that soaking seeds overnight is a simple    and  effective way to use spices for health.
OR
B) ‘Gajaraj, the elephant, lived in the best booth of the royal stables. The king was fond of Gajaraj, and he had ordered that the elephant should be well looked after. In spite of royal comforts, Gajaraj was sad because he had no friends. The mahout, or elephant trainer, was the only one he ever interacted with. The mahout was a kind man who served Gajaraj food, and gave him a bath in the elephant pond daily. He was a good caretaker, but not a friend.’
I. Name the place where Gajaraj lived and who took care of him daily?
II. Complete the analogy 
             Mahout : caretaker :: Gajaraj : ?
              (a) king (b) friend (c) elephant (d) farmer
III. The extract says the mahout was a "good caretaker". What does the word "caretaker" mean in this context?
IV. Assertion (A): Gajaraj was sad despite living in royal comforts.
             Reason (R): The mahout was a kind man who gave Gajaraj food and baths daily.
             Choose the correct option:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is NOT the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
V. Do you think the mahout could have been a true friend to Gajaraj? Give one reason for your answer.

7. Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow(ANY ONE):                (5x1=5)

A) “May my friendships always be
      The most important thing to me.
      With special friends, I feel I'm blessed,
      So let me give my very best.”

I. State the speaker's wish for her friendships in life.
II. Complete the analogy 
Important : friendships :: blessed : ?
(a) special friends (b) material gifts (c) wealth (d) success
III. Give the meaning of the word "blessed" as used in the context of the extract.
IV. Assertion and Reason-based Question
            Assertion (A): The speaker wants to give her very best to her special friends.
            Reason (R): The speaker feels blessed to have special friends in her life.
            Choose the correct option:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is NOT the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
V. Identify and name the rhyme scheme followed in the given extract.
OR

B) “I lived first in a little house,
And lived there very well,
I thought the world was small and round,
And made of pale, blue shell.”

I. State the bird's first belief about the shape and colour of the world.
II. Complete the analogy 
Shell : house :: straw : ?
(a) tree (b) nest (c) sky (d) leaves
III. Give the meaning of the word "pale" as used in the context of the extract.
IV. Assertion (A): The bird believed the world was small and round.
             Reason (R): The bird had only experienced the inside of its eggshell.
      Choose the correct option:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is NOT the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true, but R is false.
d) A is false, but R is true.
V. Name the poetic device used in the repetition of the 'l' sound in the words "lived" and "little" from the first line.

8. Answer ANY SIX of the following questions in about 40-50 words:                      (6X3=18)
 
I. Mario’s grandfather uses an invisible chair to test his friendships. State any two reactions of Mario’s classmates during this test.
II. Mario initially believes he has many friends but later discovers otherwise. Trace any two changes in Mario’s understanding of friendship from the beginning to the end of the story.
III. The young bird’s understanding of the world changes as it grows. Describe the bird’s changing perception of its world from its early life inside the shell to its life outside the nest.
IV. Daadi learns about the healing properties of spices from her grandmother and passes this knowledge to her grandchildren. Explain the importance of passing traditional knowledge about spices from one generation to the next.
V. The chapter mentions that spices like turmeric, cumin and ginger are used for both cooking and healing. Classify any two spices mentioned in the chapter according to their specific medicinal uses.
VI. Gajaraj, a royal elephant, lives with all comforts but feels lonely until a stray dog enters his life. Analyse how the friendship between Gajaraj and the dog develops from their first meeting to becoming close companions.
VII. The speaker in the poem prays for qualities like courage, peace and laughter for the friend, rather than material gifts. Justify why the speaker values these emotional and spiritual qualities over material possessions in a true friendship. 

9. Answer ANY TWO of the following questions in about 100–120 words each:      (2x6= 12)

I. The grandfather's idea helped Mario find his real friends. Suggest an idea of your own that would help your friend identify who their true friends are.
II. If you had to design a home of your choice, what would it look like and what materials would you use to build it?
III. Read the riddle below and answer the questions that follow:

             "I come from under the ground,
               Thousands of years, I have been around.
               For cooking, you use me daily,
               From the cold, I can cure you surely."
1. Who am I? ( Guess my name)
2. Write any two uses of mine.
3. Write a short conversation between me (the speaker) and any one of my family members, discussing the topic of pollution that how our relevance has increased over time. 



