MODALS
What are Modals?
Modals are special helping verbs that are used with the main verb to express different meanings such as ability, permission, possibility, necessity, advice, request, obligation and willingness.
Common Modals
Can, Could, May, Might, Shall, Should, Will, Would, Must, Ought to
Uses of Modals
1. Can
Used to express ability and permission.
· Riya can swim very well. (ability)
· Can I borrow your pencil? (permission)
2. Could
Used to express past ability, possibility or make a polite request.
· I could ride a bicycle when I was six. (past ability)
· Could you help me with this bag? (polite request)
3. May
Used to ask for permission or express possibility.
· May I come in? (permission)
· It may rain this evening. (possibility)
4. Might
Used to express a possibility that is less certain.
· We might visit our grandparents this weekend.
5. Shall
Used to make suggestions or offers.
· Shall we play a game?
· Shall I carry your books?
6. Should
Used to give advice or express duty.
· You should respect your elders.
· We should keep our surroundings clean.
7. Will
Used to express future actions or willingness.
· I will complete my homework.
· She will help you.
8. Would
Used to make polite requests or talk about past habits.
· Would you please close the door?
· Grandfather would tell us stories every night.
9. Must
Used to express strong necessity or obligation.
· We must follow the school rules.
· You must wear your seat belt.
10. Ought to
Used to express duty or strong advice.
· We ought to help the poor.
· You ought to respect your teachers.
Important Rules for Using Modals
Rule 1: Modal + Base Form of the Verb
A modal is followed by the base form of the main verb.
✅ She can dance.
❌ She can dances.
Rule 2: Modals do not take -s, -es or -ing
✅ He can sing.
❌ He cans sing.
Rule 3: Negative Sentences
Use modal + not + base verb.
· You should not waste water.
· She cannot solve the problem.
Rule 4: Questions
In questions, the modal comes before the subject.
· Can you solve this problem?
· May I enter the classroom?
