​VOCATION 
Vocation: Job or profession  
​Gong: A metal bell or chime  
​Hawker: A vendor or street seller  
​Crystal: Clear, shiny glass  
​Spade: A gardening shovel  
​Soiled: Dirty or muddy  
​Baked: Made extremely hot by the sun  
​Lane: A narrow street or pathway  
​Giant: Massive or towering  
​Lantern: A portable hand lamp  
​Chasing: Pursuing or running after
Digging: Breaking up and turning over earth with a tool like a spade  


Summary
​In the poem, a young schoolboy walks down his lane every morning on his way to school. Along the way, he meets a hawker selling bangles and wishes he could be free like him, spending his day wandering the streets without any fixed time to return home. In the afternoon, on his way back, he sees a gardener digging the ground with his spade, getting his clothes soiled without anyone scolding him if he gets dirty or baked in the sun. Finally, at night, when his mother sends him to bed, he looks out of his window at the watchman walking up and down the dark, lonely street with his lantern. Each time, the child is fascinated by their freedom and wished if he could get relief from his structured school life and enjoy freedom like them.
Theme
​The central theme of the poem is the innocence of childhood fascination with freedom and adult independence. Children often look at the lives of grown-ups or working people through rose-tinted glasses, seeing only the freedom to roam around, get dirty, or stay up late, while remaining unaware of the hardships and responsibilities the adults have to take. 

Message
​The poem teaches us that the grass is always greener on the other side. The child in the poem is bound by school rules, homework, and bedtimes, so he finds freedom in the lives of the hawker, gardener, and watchman. However, every profession has its own struggles and duties. It reminds us to appreciate our current phase of life while looking at the world with curiosity and wonder.

