Chapter 7: The Gupta Era – An Age of Tireless Creativity
​1. ​The famous Iron Pillar of Delhi, which has stood for over 1,600 years without rusting, was erected during the reign of which Gupta ruler?
(a) Chandragupta I
(b) Samudragupta
(c) Chandragupta II
(d) Skandagupta  

​2. ​Who was the author of the prayāga praśhasti, the pillar inscription in Prayagraj that praises the military achievements of Samudragupta?
(a) Kālidāsa
(b) Harisena
(c) Āryabhața
(d) Varāhamihira  

​3. ​According to the Chinese traveller Faxian, who visited India in the early 5th century CE, what was the primary source of tax for those who farmed royal land?
(a) A fixed tax on total household income
(b) A portion of their grain
(c) A mandatory tax paid in gold coins only
(d) Manual labor service instead of crop sharing  

​4. Assertion-Reason Based Question
​Assertion (A): The Gupta period is frequently described by historians as the 'classical age' of Indian history.  
​Reason (R): The era was marked by prolonged peace, political stability, and remarkable achievements in art, architecture, literature, science, and mathematics.  
​(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

​5. ​Consider the following statements regarding the scientific and mathematical contributions of the Gupta era:
(1)​Aryabhața authored Āryabhaṭīya, proposed that the Earth spins on its axis, and provided a remarkably accurate calculation of the length of a year.  
(2)​Varāhamihira wrote the encyclopedic work Brihat Samhitā, which covered subjects ranging from astronomy and architecture to weather forecasting and farming.  
(3)​Traditional systems of medicine like Ayurveda, including texts such as the Charaka Samhitā and Sushruta Samhitā, were codified and given their final shape during this period.  
​Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3

​6.​Prabhāvatī Gupta, the daughter of Chandragupta II, played a crucial political role in the Vākāṭaka kingdom. If a historian wants to understand how matrimonial alliances strengthened imperial boundaries without direct central annexation, which administrative feature of her rule provides the strongest evidence?
(a) Her adoption of the title Mahārājadhirāja
(b) Her role as a regent queen maintaining strong ties with her paternal Gupta family while governing the Vākāṭaka kingdom
(c) Her personal composition of classical Sanskrit poetry equivalent to Kālidāsa’s works
(d) Her direct command over the Hūṇa tribal armies in Central Asia  

​7. ​An environmental science class is studying why modern iron structures corrode quickly in rain compared to ancient artifacts. Based on historical and scientific findings from the Gupta era, what property explains the survival of the Mehrauli Iron Pillar under the open sky?
(a) The pillar is made of pure, unalloyed gold and copper coating.
(b) A unique thin protective layer formed by a special composition of iron and atmospheric oxygen prevents corrosion.
(c) The dry climate of Delhi completely prevents oxidation of any metal.
(d) The pillar was continuously coated with plant oils and animal fats by temple priests.  

​8.​Arrange the following historical events and developments related to the Gupta and contemporary eras in chronological order:
(1)​Visit of the Chinese pilgrim Faxian to India  
(2)​Reign of Chandragupta II (Vikramaditya) and erection/presence of the Iron Pillar  
(3)​Flourishing of Āryabhața's mathematical and astronomical works around Kusumapura  
(4)​Rise of the Gupta dynasty and early consolidation under regional rulers in Uttar Pradesh  
​Options:
(a) 4, 2, 1, 3
(b) 2, 4, 1, 3
(c) 4, 1, 2, 3
(d) 1, 4, 3, 2

​Subjective Questions
​9. ​Name the prominent titles adopted by Gupta rulers. How did these titles reflect a shift in political authority compared to earlier rulers?  

​10. ​What were the primary sources of revenue for the Gupta Empire? How was this collected revenue utilized by the state?  

​11. Identify the geographical location and historical significance of the Kāmarūpa kingdom during the Gupta period.  

​12.​Briefly describe the role and significance of Nālandā university and Buddhist vihāras during the Gupta age.  


​13.Historians often rely on multiple sources, such as inscriptions, coins, and foreign traveller accounts, to reconstruct the history of the Gupta era. Explain how the information gathered from Harisena’s prayāga praśhasti differs in perspective from the observations made by the Chinese traveller Faxian regarding society and governance.

​14.​Examine the administrative strategy of the Gupta Empire. Instead of direct centralized control over every territory, how did the Gupta rulers manage distant provinces and conquered regional kingdoms to ensure political stability and efficient tax collection?  

​15. Imagine you are an archaeologist who has recently excavated a copper plate land grant and a batch of gold coins belonging to the Gupta era.  
​Task: Explain what details you would expect to find inscribed on the copper plate and the gold coins, and analyze what these artifacts reveal about the economic and administrative organization of the empire.

FACT FILE
Gupta Rulers Chronology
· Sri Gupta (240–280 CE): Dynasty founder. 
· Ghatotkacha (280–319 CE): Son and successor of Sri Gupta. 
· Chandragupta I (319–335 CE): First great emperor who started the Gupta Era.
· Samudragupta (c. 335–380 CE): Famous conqueror often called the "Napoleon of India". 
· Chandragupta II / Vikramaditya (380–415 CE): Reached the peak of the Golden Age. 
· Kumaragupta I (415–455 CE): Founder of Nalanda University. 
· Skandagupta (455–467 CE): Repelled Huna invasions but oversaw early decline. 
· Later Rulers / Vishnugupta (c. 540–550 CE): Final recognized monarch before the empire's collapse. 


NALANDA UNIVERSITY 
· Nalanda University was one of the most famous ancient centres of learning in India.
· It was located in Nalanda, present-day Bihar.
· It is believed to have been founded during the Gupta period, around the 5th century CE, under Kumaragupta I.
· Students and scholars from India, China, Korea, Tibet and other parts of Asia came here to study.
· Subjects included Buddhist philosophy, grammar, logic, medicine, mathematics, astronomy and other branches of knowledge.
· The university had large monasteries, classrooms, libraries and residential facilities for students and teachers.
· Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang), the famous Chinese traveller and scholar, studied at Nalanda and described its greatness.
· Nalanda had a vast library, which contained many valuable manuscripts.
· The university was an important centre for the spread of Indian knowledge and Buddhist learning across Asia.
· Nalanda declined after repeated attacks and was eventually destroyed in the 12th–13th century.
· The ruins of Nalanda are an important archaeological and cultural heritage site today.

